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What is Reality ?
What is truth?
What is fact and what is fiction?

When the defendants and prosecutors argue their case in
court, which side is presenting the truth? Why do we believe
in onepanyandno(moomer?Whydowele!ourselves
be swept by the movies and the theatre when we know
that they are constructs?

What intrigues me about Pan Island Expressway is the
many levels of reality the script presents. In the early stages
of making this play, the playwright, actors and myself have
had different interpretations of the reality posed in the
writing. We fought for what we believed to be the reality
and in the process, we were actually reconstructing our
own planes of realify, both for the actors and for me, the
director.This is interesting because while we are presenting
our reality, you, the audience will create your own. We will
colour the reality with our own perceptions and judge the
reality with our own experiences, so will you. In the end,
all of us will choose to believe in what we want to believe.
So, what is real? What is the truth?

This reminds me of a short story on Zen Buddism: One
morning, a pupil told his Zen master, “Last night, | dreamt
that | was a butterfly, flying round and round the garden.
What is the significance? What does this mean?” The Zen
master replied, * Are you sure that you are dreaming?
Maybe you are the dream. The butterfly's dream.”

Maybe reality does not matter. Maybe the truth is not
important. Maybe there is no line between fact and fiction.

Casey Lim
Associate Artistic Director
TheatreWorks
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From The Playwright’s
Polnt of View He»

| used to think that writing a play is

k wasn't one session when
| had to sit through 10 hours with i
director to revise a draft that | began to

realise writing a play is no play............

As | sit down in front of my PC trying to gather my
thoughts on what to write for this message, | cannot
help but ponder on the question which Casey, the
director, asked me whether | was discouraged by the
process. | had written altogether five drafts of PIE
before it took on the eventual shape that you are
watching today. Each draft was submitted to Casey
for feedback. We would meet up and discuss the script
before | went back to redraft. It was in such a manner
that the play took on a more definite direction as each
new draft got written. With each draft, | saw more
possibilities in the play. It worked out to a dynamo
effect-each new insight gained incites more

new ideas and possibilities. It was an exciting
experience watching my own creation grow. | didn't
have such a privilege when | wrote the winning entry
for the Singapore Dramatist Awards. There was little
impulse to refine the script the minute | finished it. |
felt that it was already complete. As such writing the
play became a purely insular experience. In the past
few months however, | found that in reworking the
script with a person and following every step of its
development, ideas could be tested and feedback
gathered regularly. It's not just about writing, but
writing for the stage, towards performance
which lies beyond what is on paper. Itis in this
respect that Casey has reminded me not to be
complacent and to seek improvement constantly.

A script only becomes a play when it is performed. |
would like to thank TheatreWorks and Casey, therefore,
for making Pan Island Expressway ‘complete’, in more
ways than one.
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In alphabetical order

irene Ang
Serene Chen

Michelle Chong
Loong Seng Onn

Benjamin Ng
Nora Samosir
Sebastian Tan
VOICES
Janetta Lien
Keith Tan

Senthilkumar P

Subramanian. V

Father/Marcus
The Interrogator

Yew Beng

Degjay 1
Degjay 2
Tamil Voice 1

Tamil Voice 2
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Jodie Koh Production
Manager
Annie Yim Stage Manager

Sim Hwee Peng Front-of-House
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Mohd. Sharil Sound Operator
Jefirey Pung Light Operalor
Edwin Koh Video Operator
Rosdi Subdi Technical
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With heartfelt thanks to those who
have helped build the Pan Island
Expressway one way or the other .
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' Laboratory was first conceived in
rector, Ong Keng Sen.

4

ers" Lab? Then, there were few plays we could
our own. The initial wave of playwrights had
riting and although there was interest, a catalyst,
etus, a spark was needed to re-ignite the scene.

New and well-written plays are the lifeblood of theatre.
Moreover, the process of writing a full-length play is a
fulfilling, organic yet difficult one that evolves over time.
Itis a process requiring intensive investment of time,
talent and rosouroes laymlghts, llke actors, need

The Writers' Laboratory is a research and developmental
program, thatth allo\;s new and emergl‘ng :l‘gyr:ar:‘?hts
opportunities through workshops, mentoring ngs
szllocal and foreign professionals to hone their writing
ls.ltlsauniqmprogmm ned by artists for fellow
sts that aims to bring out the best in them. It also has
school based component: Writers' Lab Goes to School
the ?ovldes writing workshops to young writers.

nsedsbptvzvoldamuﬁsﬂcmmrn&n:nmdesﬁ‘ismd
playwrights who contribute new plays to the Laboratory. In tum,
the Laboratory serves as a platform for writers who desire to develop
their concems, themes and characterization through interaction
wiﬂ\mwonmdandaﬁwaudmatvadowsmgesof

rPIaywritI Commzon The Ri
June 5, 1999 et e v

. g:ntoeveryone!md\alengeyoutovniteaplayvdmm |

The Smga Yung Dgaggatlst Awards

\nintensive writing prograr talents
whomwohaveselected Jo&phChlang Chong Tze Chien,
Jean Tay and Ng Yi-Sheng.



Don't forget these!

Joseph Chiang Meeting Zoe; The Ride Chin Woon Ping Diary of a Mad
Woman; From San Jose to San Jose Chng Suan Tze A Long Time Ago in the
Present; Good Asian Values; Kelvin's Birthday Party Chua Tze Wei The Buried
Omo Fong Cetecea; We are Family; The Garden Russell Heng Lest the Demons
Get to Me; Hal Century Dana Lam Bemard's Story; Company; Ordinary Women
Lee Chee Keng Breaking Through; On the Run Mary Loh Fast Cars and
Fancy Women Robin Loon Watching the Clouds Go By; Absence Makes the
Heart Grow Fonder; Rhapsody; The Famous Five Go on Adventure; Hand Me the
Phone Pavarthi Nayar Narayan Cards Kim Ong Will you Please Jump?
Adyncredal Quismundo Today in Singapore Desmond Sim Red Man, Green
Man; Storytelier; Sammy Won't Go to Schook; Drift; Blood and Snow; Cracked
Tan Choon Ping Will You Be There? Cornne Tan Another One of a Kind Tan
Tam How Undercover; Home; Acts; The Lady of Soul and Her Ultimate “S"
Machine Tan Mei Ching Quiet the Gorilla; The Can Opener; Water Ghosts
Theresa Tan Dirty Launciry; Bra Stzes; Vegetarian; After Mass Jean Tay Plunge;
The Things You'll Never Do; Angel Waiting Lucka Teoh Happy Families; Numbers
Clare Tham Raw Materdal Envico Varella Others Wee Tze Lin Char Siew Pau
Eleanor Wong Mergers and Accusations; To Touch the Soul of God; Wills and
Secession Kenneth Yap Mahjong Ovidia Yu A Woman in a Tree on a Hil; Three
Fat Virgins Unassembied; Be the Love of Food (Play on__); Wie and Mother; Dead
Wrongs

And more

Leslie Chan, Chu Lik Ren, Fong Fatt Weng, Susanna Koh, Leslie Lee, Margaret
Lu, Ngin Chiang Meng, Sylvester Phua, Mohan Sachdev, T. Sasitharan, Haresh
Sharma, James Seow, Elzabeth Su, Jetirey Tan, Kaylene Tan, Verena Tay, Keivin
Tong and Exachai Uekrongtham.

And then there’s the Young Whiters' Labbers
Jason Chan, Janice Chung, Estella Young and Regina Zuarte...

Mentors

David Britton (Austraia); Chin Woon Ping (Makaysia United States) ; Torry Perez
(Philippines); Kuo Pao Kun, Robin Loon, Tan Tam How (Singapor); John Cifiord,
Nool Greig, Tom McGrath (United Kingdom); Maria krene Fomes, David Henry
Hwang, Henry Ong, Howard Stein, William Sun, Mac Weliman (United States).

Writers’ Lab Publications

Fat Virgins, Fast Cars and Asian Values
Dirty Laundry, Mergers and Undercover
Playhu Phoenix

Witers’ Lab Festivals and Showcases
SPH Young Playwrights Seres (1952, 1953, 1995)
SPH Festival of New Writings (1996)

Theatre Carmival On the Hil (1992)

g0t 10 goplay tll dawn (Overnight Theatre Festival, 1998)

Competitions organised by the Whriters' Lab
Singapore Dramatist Awards 1998
Singapore Young Dramatist Award 1999

24 Hour Playwriting Competiion 1996, 1998, 1999 (8)

Al those would not have boon possidie without
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Holdings



!
o |
|
5 |
l;
3
i







o

. CDL HOTELS INTERNATIONAL LIMITED —

Design By:

mu@e



