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THE DESIRE FOR LONGING
by Robin Loon

Whatis this business of longing? If you want some-
thing bad enough, go out and get it!! Where there
is a will, theee is a way! Why waste time pining and
wishing for something!!! If you want to strike lot-
tery. you still have to go down to the streets and buy
a ticket, right?

Maybe that's it. It's hope. A hope that you will
strike lottery. even when you know that there are
probably one million people nursing the same hope
of striking one prize. Itis a sort of gamble. Longing
gives you the hope to continue living, continue
believing.

Too nebulous? | offer another explanation.
Longing in Chincse is simply onc word: & .
Without going too deep into etymology and lexi-
cography, the word is made up of two parts — the
left side is a Chinese character for eye; the right is
Chinese for split. A split cye ~ that's another way




of looking at longing. You see two things when you
long. what you have and what you hope to have. A
divided vision - onc here, one somewhere ¢lse.

May be that's it. A yearning to be somewhere
clse, somewhere bound, doing something clse, be-
ing someone else. A vicarious wish, a fancy.

May be that's it. A fancy that allows you to
escape the present and go away. To your past? To
return to the good old days? To reclaim something
that is lost? To repeat a moment sunk in time? To
somewhere in the future? To a place where every-
thing is the way you want it to be? Perfection away
from our imperfect world? In a country of our
imagination? Perhaps longing inhabits the space
floating between what is and what could have been
and what may be.

Still 1o nebulous? Let's put it another way.
You know the cliche that when you get what you
want, it's always not as good as you thought it
would be? Well, that may vary from person (o
person, but what does not vary is the longing -
which is a guaranteed sensation of anticipation. It's
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not always sweet. The longing for something im-
possible is nothing short of pain and anguish.
The constant reminder of its unattainability, the
self-demial of it

Then why do it? It does sound like a ridiculous
enterprise. But the impossible can only be possible
in longing. Its like finding true love, you know
exactly what it should be and how it should feel
even when you know it will never be. But all of it
is real in your longing.

Maybe that's it! The realisation of an uarcal-
isable fantasy. Because its not a clear-cut either-or
proposition when you long. Its the neither-nor
situation. Its the split eye again. Being completely
aware of two things that are mutually exclusive but
pot succumbing to either. Succumb to the practical
reality and you become mechanical and dull: suc-
cumb to the fantasy and you become deluded and
even mad.

Still too nebulous? My last attempt ~ its an
ache, the bitter and the sweet, the happy and the
sad, the pain and pleasure swelling into one you.
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PROJECT TO PROJECT
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A plan, a design, a cooperative enterprise, a bubble
company. No names to accommodate the natural
shyness of our people. Multi-media folklore. Lion
legends. Kampung nostalgia. Polar Cafe. Rose-
mary and Ivy. Soul. Soul and spirit. Black and
White. Amahs. Black and White. Movices. Projec-
tor. Screen. Colourisation. Displacement. No di-
rect contact. Contact. Sex. No sex. No contact. Call
245748X. Project. Contrivance. Invention. Scheme.
The projective quality of sound. Soag. Voice. Song-
bird. B-flat. Ko-tai. Ko-tai. Listen. Listen to the
rain. Smowfall. Projecting. Project to protect. Project
to change. Transmute. Take a chance. Go away.
Change. Change. Perform. Project. Project. Project.
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Ko-tal

Assistant Director: Lok Meag Chue

Cast: Akec Tok, Casey Lim, K. Rajagopal, Lok Meng Chue,
Lim How Ngcan and Tang Fu Keca

Venue: the Courtyard behind the Fort Gase

Sisters

Performed by Nora Samosir, Lok Meng Chue, Rina Ong,
Claire Woag, Nooclinah Mohamed, Foo May Lyn and
Tan Kbeng Hea

The cast in the video of Chekov's Three Sisters are
Ciady Sim, Rani Moorthy and Sheila Wiyast

Veowe: The Ol Fort Gase

laspired by Kenneth Gaw's book, Superior Servanrs

Exiles

Assistant Director: Lim Yu-Beng

Cast: Lim Kay Toog. Lim How Ngean, Tang Fu Kuen,
Zamry Kamis, Cascy Lim, Ong Eng Chye, K Rajagopal,
Alec Tok and Lim Yu-Beng

Venoe: The Black Box

Adapted from Simon Tay's short story of the same title
from his book Srand Alone

Dramatised by Rodin Looa

Project to Project |
Performed by Foo May Lyn at the Sally Port

Project to Project 11
Performed by Sheila Wyatt and Jacintha Abishegamaden
on the Boulevard by the Grand Staircase
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i3 an independent Singaporean theatre company which develops
and murnures profressional theatre sills, It is dediceted 1o reach-
dng a brood section of the cormamnizy and saking Singapore theotre
ahvoad. The company recogmises is responubiliy in encourag-
ing awareness on hwman and soclel isswes. TheotreWorks ix
sspired by end dedicated 1o sharing the Magic of Theatre,

Theatre Works (S) Lad is 2 006-profit onganisation incorporat -
od in 1985, The company has produced critically-acclaimed
productions and is recognised for its refreshing inserprota-
tions of plays and its experimental approach. The successful
fusion of Western and Exstern drasnatic traditions has also
carned its repotation as being an isnovative company.

The company ensures a balanced repertoire and a vaned
peogramme for its avdiences with plays ranging from the
musical Beaury World and Loo Jiu, 1o alterative produc-
tons sxh as Modam Mao's Memories and 3 Children,

These four plays bave successfully toured the SEA Festival
and Tokyo lstermational Festival: the Festival of Perth; the
Edinburgh Festival and Japasese cities respectively.

Theatre Works has also spearbeaded training for theatre
practitionens: Sprimgboard, a compeehensive programme
conducted by UK practitioncrs: the Writer's Laboratory and N,
the Director’s Laboratory. The company also tours schools STUDIO
with its Theatre-in-Education productions,

Besides working with the Singapoce creative comens- e
nity. TheatreWorks has engaged in exchange programmes 5 s
with companies from Malaysia, Indonesia, the Philippines, &
the UK. Unised States and Canada. ==
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