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A dream is a powerful thing to have

We should know. We wouldn’t be the
nation’s leading publisher today without
bmldmg on ours

And we'd like to lend a helping hand o all
those who dare to dream

You could be a promising young writer on
the theeshold of cecating a literary masterpicce
Theatrewoeks Writers” Laboratoey o The Creative

Ares Programme can give you the boost and edge

SINGAPORE PRESS HOLDINGS ISTHE D

you need to achieve greatness,

Or you could be heading a performing arts
group seeking a platform to peesent your woek
to a wider audience. The Festival of Asian
Performing Arts can be the vehicle for putting
you in the limelighe

In sponsoring projects such as these,
Singapore Press Holdings isn't just giving
badding talents the exposure and guidance they

deserve, We're at the same time exposing

Singaporeans to the finer side of life

As a company committed o nation building,
we've been doing our bit to make our society moee
vibeant culcunally and intelleccually.

So that when it comes to the push, those
with big decams know exactly where to go to

make them come true

ﬁ Singapore Press Holdings

INGUISHED PATRON OF THE ARTS FOR 1993, 1994 AND 1995




From the developrmental programme in plowgwrithng
that was started in 1991, TheatreWorks®™ Writers®
Laboratory has evolved in four years into a month-
long Festival of New Writing. with eight exciting

COMPONents in celebration of the written word.

As the sponsor of TheatreWorks' Writers®™ Lab.
Singapore Press Holdings 1s happy to see that the
Writers™ Lab now encompasses exciting elerments of
creativity such as the 24-hour playwriting contest

and Writers' Lab Boes To School, arnong other things.

It 1s the otyective of SPH to nurture young writers and
promote the joy of reading and writing. Therefore. we
are extremely pleased that the Writers®™ Lab 1s now
reaching out to students in secondary schools. We
hope that this will increase the growing pool of writers

in Singapore.

We wish TheatreWorks a successiul and fulfiting

Festival of New Writing.

Singapore Press Holdings
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Introduction

The TheatreWorks' Writers® Laboratory was
concelved in December 1990 by its Artistic
Oirector, Ong Keng Sen. It represents the
COMPAant’s commitment to SINgaporean writing.
The company belleves that new plays are the
Ifeblood of the theatre and It acknowledges that
the development of the playwright's skilfs is &
slow. organic but necessary process wihich will
evolve over tme. In response to this need. the

TheatreWorks™ Writers®™ Laly was born.

The Writers®™ Lab Is & yearly programene which
afiows new and developing writers the opportunity)
to perfect the art of playwriting and see their
drearms of becorming a playwright rmaterialise.
The Lal's prograrmmes nurture new writing in &
practical way. It Is 8 unique self-help programme
which aims to hone the skills of talented

placpwrights and bring the best out of themn,

It also provides an artistic haven for matwre

playwrights who contribute new plays to

the Lab. Here, the Lab serves as a trial platform
for mature writers who desire to see their
concepts. themes and characters interacting

with an audience at an earky stage.

Alternatively, the Writers™ Lab can be seen as a
Thealth ciul for writers™ where mature plagwrightts
flex and exercise their writing muscdles. It s the
betief of the TheatreWorks Writers® Lab that the
writing skl Is like a muscle which has to be

exercised regularky or it woukd waste away.

Mature playwrights have also harnessed the
Writers' Lab as a research centre by applying
to becorne writers-in-residence. This allows them

& grant and time to develop thelr own work.

Ultirmartely. the Lal serves as an artistic meeting
point for mature writers. They meet to discuss
Issues, exchange ldeas. write together and

SURPROrE plagywriling in Singapore.



It s powticidonky Folfilinyg to soe the Writers™ Loty grow

frorm & concept Nto this Iving orgon ol Singopore s
’ » s, ’

theatre scene, | revneynber the sceptisim | Ffaced wheon

TheatreWorks met with plagwrights in 1990, But

sice then. the Writers™ Lab has becorne an informal

Pl prighits assoction in this country. | can prowuciky

sayy that most Singapore plagwrights in the Enghsh

fanguage and some in the Chinese languaage have

possadd Urough the Lol o5 o0 OCTNE [ tiopant or os%

O tovchy, MOSE Srportonitky, It has creanted o diakoogue

O] on owaroness that the Singopore piiey hos to be

rurturedd, | have nover Ffosed to e arnazexd ot the Lab

Keports [plagrooadngs] where actors. dvectors activeky

contrinste to the ploy as well as awuciences. Hence

o naking DEComes o conmemun creative event with

e Pl par s its Lty maled ) exevcrsexy s rht of chosce

Lreatnvity exists whon the environenent 1S condiucive.

Thas 15 wihat the Writers™ Lab atternpts Lo provicke

TS oo oSO mewks anr active revaenys of the original

SIH Festival of Newy Plays. Ths annual event mmeskKing

ther ond of each yoor of the Writors™ Lol 1S & rmlostone

ot wer Dave trkxd Lo exterxd Uxe Fostvol ) varkess

directions,. to mciude the young arnd established.

theatre, music, poetry. architecture. The Festival

OLLOYTOES 1O IOOK Ot Crexativityy i 8 monre BONSTC ey

Lontirasrxg O trachtion of the Writers™ Lab. covnisrackenieo

amongst writers Is encowaged through Une Issue,

Marxy Vokoes

I o also very excited Dy the neny anthologey of the

Writexs Laby. FPoylod Phoensx. The onpinad tention wos

L0 NS ) PR s 85 UINS WS O rawe? Crealunre i SEgepxore

I o] ot think then that we would De abie to pubish o

DOCK onitirek ) Dy Faynaier pisarights andd excoliont ones

L that Dy ourr third yexxr

Finally. It ieaves me Lo thank our Sponsor Singapore

Pross Holdings who Delioved in this projoct from the

VL) DOGinninxy. When | approachexdd tharn initiolky for thils

R&D project, | was fiked with apprehonsion, But the

LS DOVE proven: Ut I 1S O oo rmexrioge Do

forth rmorey reny writers, LItnatoky it has erssurexd thoe

CreatvItLy hers & pRace i1 Snoopxone,

Ong Kexxg Son

Aremer Dirextor, Thootrottorks
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Taking your
banking
expectations
to new
heights.

The United Overseas Bank
Group constantly strives to exceed
your banking expectations. Besides
providing you with the full array
of commercial banking facilities,
we offer an ever-expanding range
of financial and trade services.

It is also by continually
developing and innovating new
services and products that we have
grown to become Singapore’s
leading bank group, with more
than 60 overseas offices spanning
four continents, and over 80 bank
branches throughout Singapore -
including the city’s most modern
and intelligent building, the

UOB Plaza at 80 Raffles Place.

WE’RE UNITED
BEHIND YOU

UNITED OVERSEAS BANK GROUP

ORL™S LEADAS MAAK Ch0uw




stival

|
Director’s

AS o veteran Writers™ Lab rmember, It thvills me
to see both the Lab and the SPH Festival of
New Writing going strong anxd steady. Five years
down the ine., It Is still an infant - but an nfant

with arniition. . arxd attitide,

This year's focus - new writing! New in that we
have crossed gerves and are going nto the workd
of performative poetry: new in that we have gone
inter-discipiinary to see how architects. musit
COMPOsers and cockted creators “write™ thewr work;
new in that we enter new territories with old faces
previous Laby members are making a comeback
with & nenw parspective and a new ook, New in that
we are presenting the new vaoilces from our
secondary schools - the fruits of the Writers® Lab

Goes To School Prograrmime.

Esseontioliy. what we are Iooking to do is to have

g writing festival for everyone everyone

g

participatinng and shacing i the jougy that 1S writingg.

A celebiration of the writtern word.

I wanit to bx 'I.zhh' Lo say that we have arrived Dut
I think not. We are still and will continue Lo cormmit
ourseives Lo urtucing local writers to gve voices
to a wniquely Singaporean sensibiity. Wich time
and hard work, | have no doubt that we will arrive
. SO0, Marnyy, mesny thanks to the Singapore Iress
Holdings for thelr unlfisgoing elforts to promolte
local writing and their beltel in the growth of

& SINGEpRoraan voikce,

Have a blast at the lfest!

RO LOoOon Fostnol Dvextor




Photogroptyy venue: The Stomiford Crest of The Westin Stomrfovd ond wWeostn Plaxo

Written by Alfie Lee
Uirected by Robin Loon

Footunng
Llolne Cheal, Loong Seng Onn, Low Kee Nong

FProcicoon Dosexxy:. Doon Nills
Sounrxd Diserwr: Tan Choon Ping
Lty Disarnry . Lew Shian Ching
Stoge Manoour/Lghtesy Dkxrotor: Neo Kim Seng

SO0 Assstont. Esther Liaw

EF - 25 Augese 1996, The Black Box, Gom

Sharon Lim, Ong Eng Chye, Pawl Sim, Shella Wyatt

Assstant Stooe Manooor/Socrd Opexvator . Valerie Olivelro

The Concept

A starthing blend of poetry and perforrmance.
This is & novel new presentation with 8 twist on
the traditional form of poetry readings. No
droning hyperbole here. Instead there Is music
and movernent as these pieces are drarmatised
by TheatreWorks®™ actors including Sharon Lim.

Ong Eng Chye and Sheills Wyatt.

Written by Alfie Lee, these poems explore &
range of ernations and ideas from the axrent
and contemporary to the polgnant and

personal.

Cyndl Lauper, Calvin Kiein, East Berrmany. Chiang

Mai and a girl named Ginnie...



Director’s Message

Okayl What the hell is a writer trying to
prove directing? And directing poetryr

And physicalising poetry?

The truth of the matter Is that | arm mad - mad
about performance. And that is the essence
of Alfie’s poermns - In that every single poem Is
a performeance which extends to our Iives - we
perform whether we like it or not: some

perfunctory. some with finesse.,

The process of finding a language to depict

language Is probably the most exciting.

The written word - 8 prison or 8 mirage? As a

student of English and Critical Theory. | find
mysell confront Derridan paradoxes and
Post-modernist angst...huh? What does it

all mean?

The actors have been nothing short of
stupendous - and | beg their forgiveness If 1 had
forced thern to partake in my madness.

Kudos and tribute to Alf - you done good.

Thank you TheatreWorks - are we having

funyet?

Mirnage-Music-Textill
X Robin Loon

Alfie Lee

The Poet

Alfie Lee is a 2 7-year old student completing his
Masters dissertation on Language Poetry at the
National University of Singapore. An avid
photographer. he shoots for local magazine

BiG0O. His greatest wish [at press time] is to meet

Wong Kar Wai and Christopher Doyle in person.

Alfie is also currently working on the sequel to Ginnie’s Favourite

Colour : PINK - A Photo Poemn.

Foet's Message

Music To The Head
Alfie Lee



Tan Mei Ching
by Jonathan Lim

leotunng
Lim Poey Huang, Serene Snyg,
Margaret Teo & a Gorilla

Sot Desepxy: Dean Hills
Lipin g D xy: Yo Shao Ann
Sownxd Dissepwx/Okxxyoton: James Chuas
Stogoe Maonocger: Liew Yee Ping
Assustant Stoge Manvger: Yuen Chee Wal
Lightexg Upexator: Chew Keng Kiat
Lirgend Mosee Lormposex - Victor Lol

4 - 7 Septorniar 155906, The Drama Centre, Horn




The Story

Unable to take her shower. pestered by an
obscene caller. Siew wasn't prepared when
her sister Min suddenly sppears on her
doorstep. back from the States without &
cause, or so It seems. The only person
delighted with the extra companty seems to
be Siew's motherly neighbour who treats
thern ke her own daughters. perhaps too
rmuch so for comfort.

Even the neighbourhood stray cat seerms to
like the arrangement and gives birth on

Siew's doorstep. Moreover. Slew Is having
dreams about a gorilla from a runaway
circus, and the gorilla also seems to have
maoved in...

The Playwright

Tan Mol Ching received a Master of Fine Arts in Creative
Wrriting frorm the Linivorsity of Washington in 1993.

She was awarded the st prize in the NUS-Shell Short
Piay Cormpetition in 1992 with Water Ghost. Her novel.
Boyond the Vikage Bate won the Lormmmanadation Prize in
the Singopore Literature Prize in 1992 and b collection
of short storkes, entithxd Crossing DStance won the Mot
Prize in 1994,

Mey Ching's piay. The Con Opener was staged at the SPH
Young Playwrights Series Wl in 1995, organised by
ThaatreWorks. My Ohang 1S prosentiy working on her next
novey.

Playwright’'s Message:

I'rn & Retie nenvous ot having Duiet The Bornlla Staged.
I've writton two DOoKs but writing o play Is shightly
Afforont DECHSE UHe PRy 1S NOt "done”™ afiter It's written,
A plogy s meant Lo be perforrmed. SO It goes through the
director’s perspective. the actresses” and actors®
experionces, the set and Sounds designens” expertise,
and when it'’s finalky up on stage, the pligy s NOL mine
alone. Theatre is a very comemunity)” expenence., lor the
Writer, producers and suchence,

If there'’s one word to describe how | feel when | see ey
play on stage. IL's teyror. Sure | moy appear cool. but
myy insidies are ofl Knotted up. IL's iKe | created something
Lhat's NOL QUItE under my control. IL's armazing to watch
1) PR COMEe DV E. SOMmetirnes, | See things | never sow

before. When the audience respond to it. | get direct
feedback. There s CommuniCation, interaction. So often
writers never know what readeors think. In a ploe). you
would see what people think about It. That. of course.,
makes me feel as I I'm tied to a stake arxd people con
SHOOL arrows at me.

Owet The Gortla is about the refationshin Detween two
sisters and thesr relationships to othors in thelr workd.
Relationships can be complex: farmiial refationships ore
armonyg the toughest. Biood ties con e exasparating et
strangely Donding at the same time,

I'm grateful to the people at
TheatreWorks who have worked
with e and gusdied me and showed
faith in my work, Seeing mey) play on
stage may be terrifiying. but It's
cevtainky exhiarating!

Too M Owg

Director’s Message

Worshipning from alfor s o wonden ol thing. Dut not half
as wondrous as worshioping from aneor, I've roiowed
TheatreWorks” works for years, hoping that somedoy I'd
be part of that - and suddenk . here | am - and who'd have
thoupht I'd start of f with a gona?

Whern | first read the play). | Knev | was going to have such
fun with it. It has a dash of everything - Its SLmbolic, It's
acopssie yet a ittle fantastic. It's weird yet so REAL.
it’s contemporarily timeless. lghtheartediy ntense.,
sacly funry and It's got a kberal sprinkiing of animals -
what a play. And what a team I've got to help me bring
thiss croature Lo Me - Some new faces. some old masters
X SO rmuch crivie and Inspiration - It's going to be hard to
Koo tis gorlla qeiet.

Orexcting can be so difificult. but when It poys of T, It pogs
off in every direction. | haven't even started counting the
blessings. Wicth the warm and confident hand of
TheatreWWorks to hold. it suddenty becomes so much more

Of a pleasure - IL'S great to be here.

Just a fewy thank yous to hand out before we begin - to
Keng Sen for inttiating me. Tey Tong and Lay Hoon for
Quichng me through the rmaze and Mel Ching for a delicous
menagerie. And to everyone else on the
e - let’s realky ride this rolercoster ol
ohHe wany.

What's next? Acting with TheatreWorks
would be nice.



371 August 1996
6 Plays written by students
from Pioneer Secondary &
Nan Hua Secondary

I September 1996
6 Plays written by students
from Outram Secondary
Deyi Secondary
Catholic High &
East View Secondary

ovected by
Robin Loon

STHOC rnanaoedd Dy
Valerie Oliveiro
Liohting oporated Dy

Derek Eng

Sound operated by

Edmund Waong

reatunring
Elaine Cheah, Lim How Ngean,
Karen Lim, Sharon Lim,
Low Kee Hong,
Benjamin Ng & Paul Sim

The Drama Centre

JFom

Y

The Concept

Writers™ Lab Goes To School is an ocutreach
programme designed to introduce fundarmental
concepts of playwriting to secondary school

SIS

The prograrmme has resched six secondart) Schools
SINCE IS INCERUION it Januart) Uhis g, They are: Non
Hua Secondary. ODutrarn Secondart ). Dy Secondort.
Catholic High. Eastview Secondary and Ploneer

Secondary

The students were taught that “Limitation Is

Stirncalation”™ the griching poinciple in the workshops

The Process

The entire progQrarmme CONSISELs of 16 contact hxaurs
with the students over an B-week period. The first
6-8 howrs are dedicated to the dissermination of
basic skills and concepts ke gerrmination of kieas;
chavacter construction and plotting of tension and
confiice. This component comprised of lectures,

Sctual writing and application

The rernaining 8- 1 0 hours were dedicated to writing

thair own pleces. These pleces were to be no shorter
than: 10 roinutes in perforrnance time. Bach school
was given a different set of irnitations to oeate

thelr pleces.

Through the programne. the studients produced &n
increchble output - with pieces that are 10 - 90
rminutes long. The topics ranged from friendsihip to
politics, parerital presswure to death: some even
engaged in very profound existential concerms ke

identity in a heartwarrniny and charming way



 To School

The Plays on 31 August 1996

Goangwsta Paradise by Thomas Lal, Ploneer Secondary,
Secondary &

Aax, the oockr Of o Lo Gorg & 1 Knve with Moy, He prsaes
0 DUt SO SEurres Dem On groen xchs thoe e s o riffroff. A knve
RN G iorss witxiny Mo confickes i Gincky wihxa s i kve wieh
rarn. Grcky okos 1t upon harsoll to transfonrm hm ol Pretty
Wornan. WRAMax ot U o7 O will Mo rocdse thot Ok shoekd
D& the O for han? Cony Max Fond off the gongs?

What Are Friends For? by Lee Yingjie, NanHua
Secondoary, Secondary 3

A CIrSsroxxTy COmixay thot rinvohNes orourxd & motksy ey of
SLiones. WOt oresuns 5 o DOt OF the saoars ond & workrng
ot of teanoe angst. With novnes ke Ah Bong., Towkewy.
Boh Lisuw and Bol Sovg. this comedy is Lictle Roscols
SNNOOOROND ST

Garden by Cindy Ong, NanHua Secondary, Secondary 4

A Cot runs Lo o Goxotxa for SEXNUOY - Froem rowy o Froem nogict
The cot strikes up o redationshin with the Boxobo ot thay
P Loke 1 o) OUx's onoierximss. THhe two sOul matos woukd
Xse ot the workd orxd thie Wes. O cny, renys of the
Gazetxo’'s Carnoltion comes through

Heaven Knows 1 by Dedrick Lou, Ploneer Secondary,
Secondary 2

A ok SO sonvess & man froen deat!h Onky Lo roolse thot e s
OCLLR oy o, He gronts the oo s ok ) wisty - 80 DO e
for o short tne orxd Lo reposy the Kindnoess of s owner
A Boor twarmrng tole of knve axxtd frsorcisi o

Heaven Knows & by April Lim, Ploneer Secondary,
Secondary 3

A sucoossiul ke, Colne. DIingss ooy Soptee e her wioy
PO, SEe rmoets SOoptee’s Forrsd ; ordd Docoemess o mexrbxr of o
Fowrad j S0 ey Pt The Ry Lokms O rogec trn wien Soptwe's
SRS ONE I O DCCXRNE. Sophe, nony on orphan Ke Cotne.,
oS o tooch s Cotet DOw L0 dd withy lonolnaess onxd koss

fam o Grill; L om a Light by Dnoanka, Nan Hua Secondary,
Secondary 2

O Deckoorm, one bty orxt one orll. Toke Thoat, Porty of
Fve, Biossom ond The Dutsiclors. THs DILLor-swioot ply Ioks
ot the compicoltex] rmess of modinn doy ing throuoh the
F0CINC 0 OF 8 BN D05 the CLNCHl Dorss of & ori,

The Plays on 1 September 1996

The Big Bad Wolf by Students of Outrom Secondary 2

A 1ol of two Ffarmoos Fowy tokos - Littke Roct Rty Hoexd!
ot ther Throe LU s Uhrouoh the ax s of the By Boct Wolr
Ot s ORDORC twiny, A cose of o Tevent tnuths or s the wolt
JUISE oy i nciorstoxl P

Chicken Pox by Celine Ong, Deyl Secondary,
Secondary 3

T CHCKON OX VLSS O Lot wihathor It s right to infece
POORIE INCRSCrrminaloky Or org sorme poopie loss worthxy of
Invection than others. Bottorm e - s I right to infect o
SOVIOUSE ) W O wiho NRas 0o rmonxny? Thexy rmoet o Tasy biooes
Clls 2NOnNg the woyy, and o decision s mode, Prsosoptyical
DO RNt ovxd Nryyy

Justice by Sew Chizhong, Catholic High, Secondary 4

One crene, 0ne sontonce, Wos R Loo haes 7 Wos It too brone 7
Ther meaxcio Ques INto Uhe oct wiie 8 Grou OfF LU SINoopormes s
CISCUSS DOSSIONatok) over the rmattar. But whoat about the
vELT? Whot coes e soxy 7 Doos the quastions of nnoconce

mottor?

Friends by Sajita Prasad, Eastview Secondary,
Secondary 4

A roers o okt Conpat Qrirnbies Lo o brrkd - rother, o VIR
SN Me O Deryol. Wty s more voksobie - o ey piece of
LT ] OF O (30X OF ontxx ey Stoxy torexd,

The Witch by Oh Hulshan, Deyl Secondary, Secondary 3

Kol s e nxclorstoodd ot rrxxchy rnolonixd orl. She s cold o
witch Docouse she s i ferant. SHe suffors the NCossont
DX g (roen JocK Dt s SO wowrss Dirn OF Bronciey) conger
JOCK QErts Nto on occxiint orxd Koy trios Lo sove e, Wos R

O CONCXINCE o 15 Kok reok o wieoh?

Where Would You Rather Live? by Leong Per Kin,
Catholic High, Secondary 4

Mo con't cioon his roomd He gst cont! Not ever o porsonal
LORTrene CON Froem the Dindl hiernsol!’ Cony porsosocke Dhrn Lo oo sof
S0, Wiy Conet e gt Cioon s rooem ?

Confesmions of A Mald by Students of Outram
Secondary 4

A 1ok recounts P st orxd Dow sEe sgxont hor e holong hex
ITHSINOSS CONSORILe Xy pOton i & Formed . Sho schornes oexd
ChHoats and in e procoss s o fow Ives, SHe rermans

LEXORONEONT. S Oid NOt OO wrongor ot she ?



Feouxing
Mr Raymond Tan
Bovoroge Manager,
The Westin Starnford anxd
Westin Paza Hoted

Mr Richard Ho
Frincipal Architect.
Richard Ho Architects

Professor Bernard Tan
Doy,
The Faculty of Scence.
NaUoNa Linvarsity of Singapore

’

The Concept

Creativity Speaks gathers practitioners
of other crafts that are not directly
related to theatre. A slightly tangential
exploration of creativity in other fields
to elicit the drama and the theatricality

involved in those craft.

with this in mind, TheatreWorks
explores the dramatics and the
creativity involved in architecture,
cocktail

music composition and

creations.

2- < September 1996 Fort Canning Centre 7. 300m Adrnission Dy Donation

The Topics

COCKTAIL CREATION
by MR RAYMOND TAN
2 SEPTEMBER 1996

Ther ngeoge OF Loste ot tUhe vIsuN feast of prasantaton
ot mxinyg s Mr Ton's LOOIS FOr COmemunscatny) crarna ot
LHOotricoity). HOw s Croxation s Org COnCupuRNsod. connposexdy
andd prosented for dromatic effect s Uhe moain thrust of

ths Lok

My Royrmonxd Ton 1s the Boaverage Monagar of the Weson
Starmiond anxd Westin Plaza. HS owaed winsiaxg crontons
include TheatreWorks™ cockeall, Lulu, which was done

) CONPNCLIon with) the rmcsicod, Bioosatsy Workd,

SYMPHONY COMPOSITION
by PROFESSOR BERNARD TAN
4 SEPTEMBER 1996

The lbnguaoe of notes replaces the writton word for the
COTPROSOr. I UYS win ., Uho Composar’s tosK of comyrerscotrsg
YDOUONS O] SONICOtIoN IS rmocke rmore obstroct orxd mxxch
IO K UNCLU oy intoloc . The trockiryg of torssion. the
D sy OF U oo it U prisar i otion OF LoxT B st os

I NOC Mmoxre, crormatic thor & LHootricol pox forrmance.

Pofossor Bormesd Ton s the Doon: OF U Facultyy of Soance ot

the Notonal Unvirsity of Singopore INUS). He s also the
ASSOOICE Droctonr OF U Contrer For Mousicol ACENTUDS [Dow pxsrt

of ther Conitrer for tho Arts)] ot the NUS

s 1o ) works iInciucio Ady Countryy ancd My Peopie., o sectng of
Lo Tzu Phang's poem for mixed chorus and plono,: the
KNI s Fovr RODOre Yoo's plowy. O Yoo Bock Hoeme, for
CRWINOt ot [Rng ot Uhe e for the bodee. Convict, bosex)
o Gorcky Lorca'’s The Houser OF Borrardthy A, choreoyropisixy
Oy Anthorny Then and perforrned by the National Doance

Conrrparyy (Bt Groug] o the Sngopore Arts Fosenval in 1986

ARCHITECTURE by MR RICHARD HO
F SEPTEMBER 1996

The crowne i Dxsicier sy, ARCh IKe thootre, orch st e ynvoNes
L0 CONOSIVE rasantolion of Uhe conorate ond Uhe oosthnetes
ToKINg the ornverory it ondd the audture of the ssee e, the
rCIHLICE SOUS OUt LD roote o ek of workebie ord ivoobie

THOtre” in U R xcope

A ot HG 1S o8 v i Wiy x) o oot whose creotens”
inciucike the Musaowrn of Modarn Art in Moastricht, Hollond.
DOcinGs. villas o potic Pocsinsg in ltoky ondd Austrio, Mr Ho's
WOk I SnQOpone inciucie the rivitolsaton of the 1 10 wurees of
SO0 O] warth ouses ot Boat Duex ). HG 15 oIso prosaontk )
L Extorrad Cuton in Gossion Foe U Four th o Nl poes Stucknts
at the School of Architecture at the National University

of Snouxxe,



Latavon Ovagin @ Tom Tram
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At Thomson, m aeoop( no bﬂrhn between today and the future. To us, moving
from “Now" to “Tomorrow" is along the path of revolutionary and evolutionary
technologies. As one of the leading companies to introduce the revolutionary
best selling DSS (Digital Satellite System) and with interactive Open TV and DVD
(Digital Video Disc), Thomson is consciously creating the technologies for
tomorrow, today. So join us, in making the great leap forward.

-
THOMSON i

THOMSON meltenodia Asia Pro Lid, 1000 Toa Payoh North Singapore 318594, Tel: 253 8111, Faxc 250 7804
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LtoR Robert Yoo, Lim Pol Moen, Roger Jeokine,
Vereons Tay, Chvistine Lim & Kaglene Tan

I Septernber 1996, Bpm
Singapore River Volces by Roger Jenkins
Deod Wrongs by Ovidia Yu
chrocted by Verena Tay

stage managed & kgting operated by
Musriah Mohd Salleh

e Septernber 1996, Som
Fathers and Daughters Dy Lim Pul Huen
dvoctod by Christine Lim
Stage rmanaged & kohting oparated by
Luciana Huen

3 Septernber 1996, Som
The Gorclon: by Otto Fong
dwected by Robin Loon
ST rmanaged & kohting opoerated by
Judy Foo

< Septernber 1996, Som
Charxy by Robert Yeo
dvected by Kaylene Tan
stage managed & kphting operated by
Poon Slew LI

S Septarnber 1996, Som
Winning Plays from the 249-howr
PRapriting Cornpatition
dwected by Robin Loon

stage managed & kphting operated by
Edwin Wong
Soundd Upexator Edmund Wong

featuring
Nicholas Chan, Ho Su Ching,
Norayesah Ismall
Khoo Kah Bee, Loong Seng Onn,
Lim How Ngean, Lim Kay Tong,
Karen Lim, Neo Swee Lin,
Benjamin Ng, Judy Ngo, Lynette Pang,
K Rajagopal, Robin Tan,
Wong Kwang Han & Claire Wong

The Black Box



The Concept

A little dramatised reading, a little critique
from the audience, a little beam of overhead
ilumination...A newer, more brilliant play
emerges from the Black Box!

Back for the wighth time, Lab Report is a series
that offers a stimulating and spontaneous
environmaent where the audience Is an active
participant in these rehearsed readings of
new plays. At the end of the readings, the
audience Is Invited to discuss and rework
the plays.

A regular feature of the Writers’ Lab, the Lab
Reports have been integral in the creation of
award-winning and popular plays like Lest The
Demons Get To Me by Russell Heng, Three Fat
Virgins Unassembled by Ovidia Yu, The Lady of
Soul and Her Ultimate § Machine by Tan Tarn
How and Mergers and Accusations by
Eleanor Wong.

The playwrights and
their plays

Ist September
Singapore River Voices by
Roger Jenkins

A collection of witty and poignant poems. Roger Jenkins
makes astute observations and reflections of ife in
Singapore. Written with 8 very strong speaking voice, the
PO knd thernsalves Lo dramatisation. The speaking
VOICES Inciudie charactors e Tan Joo B, the cooke;
Whampoa Hoo Ah Ky, the trader; Ahwnack) Sidex, the
VORNTT; ANONSO Farnandiez, the peon; bunasekhor B,
Uhe CONVICT &l 8n SNoNEmous Ightsol coliector,

Roger Jenkins. well Known in Singapore for his work with
Hil Thoatre and Drarmapius Arts, was born in Singapore
Lo British parents. He was ecacated in the United Kingdorn
DU returned to Uhe rep e 85 8 Lowung SOt, The pioces
N Singopore Rver Voioes ware adapted from his DOoK,
Frorm The Beliy OF The Corp, which won the Singapore
Literature Prize in 1995,

Dead Wrongs by Ovidia Yu

This Is a short plece sbout what some peopie on this
planet are IVing with wihiie we in Singapore debate whether
Our CoSE of IWing has Increased. It 1S about how ol viokence
5 nkad to ol other violence through tme ond SCross

It 1S 8IS0 BLOUT HOW. NO Iatter how oy thousands ore
MASSHCred. we shoukd not De overwhsirned and nurnbed
Lx) Stotstics ol we forget Uhat each harman Deing okes Lo
100 IS O Dar Jommant 20N, for what we choose to
O a% well o5 whiat we Choose Not Lo sew.,

OVERAYU 1S & thirly)- Uxee i ok vwriter, Hor plogs have
Laor: porforrned in Singapore., Hong Kong. Kuaks Lurmpr

and The Wornan On The Tree On A Hll were staged by
TheatreWorks to rmesch acclem in 1992,

2 September
Fathers and Daughters by

Lim Pui Huen

A re-teliing of the King Lear trogedy. the setting I1s
transported to okt Singopore. Leor 1s now the Kopitan
China, Tan Ah Long. The vwriter of this plece has been
Inspiredd Dy k] SOurces. inciucing the movie, Ron by
Akira Kurosowd, Ninagowa's production of Macbeth and
U rue ife story of her great grandfather, Wong AN Fook.
F. Lirn Pl Hoen [usuaiy Known s Pat). s o Reseorch
Falliow ot the Institute of Southeast Asion Stxies whore
she pursues two reseorch interests, the history of
SINQOROne ond Mol sio, and Chinese culture ond sockety).
Fathers and Doughters Is a blogroaphy of her greoat
grandfather Worg Ah Fook. in wihikh she atternpts to write
history as seen tvough the e of one person. Pat s
manried to a Maloysion and now Iives in Johor Babhru.
She has three sons.

3 September
The Garden by Otto Fong

N 8 smoll and peaceltul garden ived a wise old tree. a
famik) of moth with ther son. and a cot who preskies
over the inhabitants with his sharp clows. The e s o
simple one- No one s aliowed to eat anyone else - and
EVEYLIONE IS relatively hoppy. Everyone except the Lyoung
math. who aspires to k) to the moon...

Otto Fong's involvernent in theatre began in his Chinese
Higt School days. Between 1992 and 1994, Otto wrote
Yi-ztw [A Different Tribe). Cetaces, We Are Farmiy and Jing.
He was an engineer with 8 COmputer Compan. & mernber
of TheatreWorks' Writers' Lab. until he headed for Beling
in 1994 for a diplorna course In Mk directing. He 1s now
an assistant drector in a Mainiand prockuction of Lproar
in Heaven.

4 September
Changi by Robert Yeo

Changl 1s Robert Yeo's Mifth play and the third part of &
triiogy which inchkudies Are You There, Singapore ? and One
Yeor Back Home. The two eariier plagys werg kmportant
rmilestones in the history of Singapore theatre as they
were one of the first in Singapore to deal with the ISsue
of politics. Chang! begins with Reginald Fernandez in
detention. He had Deen detained on grounds of poltical
SubvErsveness. His good friend. now an MP, Ohye helps
hirn out and Reginald 1S subsacguenthy exiled to London,
whiore he JoIrs 8 Group of BLarany vwritors and Boks pubic
discussions and readings of their writings. The play
Cmaxes N 8 SHOwdoWwn DEeOwedn Reginakd ond Ohoe wihen
the formner retars to Sngopore.

Robart Yeo s Senior Lecturer, Oivision of Language of
Literature. School of Arts in the insticute of Education.
Robert 1s presontk) the Ohakrrnan of the Orama Roview
Committe, andd Arts Advsor in the National Arts Councl.
Later in 1996, SKoob Books will publsh 8 400-pooe BOOK
of his selected poems. plogs orxd theotre essoys under
the title Lewwving Home Mother.



Written lxy
Chin Woon Ping
Stella Kon
Lee Chee Keng
Robin Loon
Theresa Ton

Divexctexy vy
Verena Tay

Stooe Manoogod &
Licghtirg Oporatedd Dy
Muswsriah Mohd Salleh

Sournd Uoeortexd by

Edmund Wong

Footurirg
Norayesah Ismall,
Benjamin Ng,
Judy Ngo,
Melissa Sidek,
Robin Tan

6 - 7 Septernber 1996
The Black Box
Horn

Adirmessiony Dy Donation

The Concept

The concept for One Issue. Many
Voices is to gather veteran writers to
expound and create pieces inspired by
a contemporary and relevant issue.
The issue chosen by Artistic Uirector.
Ong Keng Sen and Writer-In-Residence.
Robin Loon was the Flor Contermplacion

Inciclent.

A spectrum of printed inforrmation was
gathered and compiled into research
kits. Ten shortlisted writers were given
this kit and asked to come up with an
idea, a brief or a concept for their play
within five to six weeks.

The instructions to the writers were
that [ 1) the piece should be no shorter
than 10 rminutes in reading time: (2]
the plece did not engage in the issue
directly [ie. writers were not to
drarnatise the issue directly but deliver
a piece that is inspired by it].

The writers who subrnitted scripts are
Robin Loon. Chin Woon Ping. Stella Kon.
Theresa Tan and Lee Chee Keng,.

Topical and relevant. yet divergent and
varied in their treatrment of the affair.
these works will be read in a series of
readings by TheatreWorKks actors.



The Concept

Take the challenge of writing a play in 24 hours!
For the first time in Singapore, TheatreWorks 1s
organising this one-of-a-kind contest where
aspiring writers can flex their skills and ideas
and win prizes as welll The carrots - cash prizes
and the chance for the winning and selected
plays to be read at Lab Report Numnber 8 on
S Septernber 19961 For many in the contest.
this would probably be the first time that their

plays will be read.

From 3pm on 31 August to Jpm on
I September at Fort Canning Centre,
participants will be have the opportunity to

Sit down for & day and do nothing but writel

There are two cateqories of entries: The Upen
Cateqgory for Participants over 18 years oikd and
the Students Category for Participants aged
15 - 18 years old. There Is a limit to 25

participants of each cateqgory.

=Hour

Lompetition

Fpm on 31 August to 3 pm on 1 September

Participants are required to complete at least o
short play (between 15 - S0 minutes) or & full
ength play [(performance tirme over S0 minutes)

using English as the main 1Bnguage medium.

Participants will be ghven creative stirnuli~ at
reqgular intervals within the 24-hour period. The
stimuli may come in the form of object,
snatches of dislogue, phrases or actions which
the participants must incorporate into their

pleces.

The Prizes

First Prize: S$500 cash [Upen Category)
S$300 cash [(Students’ Category)

Plus! Two merit prizes of tickets to

HH

~

TheatreWorks productions!

AN SO By

KRISTON
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Playrul Phoeriix:

Women Write For The Singapore Stage
Singapore’s first collection of plays written by wormen

Featuring works by

Ovidia Yu The Wornan In The Tree On The Hill
Dana Lam Urdinary Wornen Eleanor Wong Wills and Secession
Leow Puay Tin Family Tan Mei Ching Ouiet The Gorilla
Chin Woon Ping Ulary OF A Madwornan

Oon't miss a special resding of Wills & Secession at Tower Books on 31 August 1996 at 4 pm.

Available at Tower Books or any TheatreWorks performance!

A TheotrotVorks” pobicotion sporsormd ey Snopone Fress HOngs



Get up to speed
with the latest news.

Tune in to News Hour on your drive home.

MONDAY TO FRIDAY 6-7PM
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to you by One FM S0.S, your NE FM

news and information station 905




TheatreWorks [Singapore] Lirnited

The Black Box

Fort Canning Centre, Cox Terrace, Fort Canning Park. Singaspore 179618
Telephone: 338 4077 Fax: 338 8297 Ticketing: 338 6735 E-rmall: tworks@singnet.com.sg
Hormne Page: http/www.its.com.sg/entertainment/theatre-works/theat |1 .htm

TheatreWorks is an independent Singaporean theatre cormpant
which develops and nurtures professional theatre skills.

It is dedicated to reaching a broad section of the cornmunity and
to taking Singaporean theatre abroad.
The Company recognises its responsibility in encouraging awareness
on hurnan and social Issues.
Ultimately. TheatreWorks is inspired by and dedicated
to sharing the Magic of Theatre.

THE FESTIVAL TEAM

Artistic Drector Ong Keng Sen Pyor Copxy Wong Chen Hel
Fostival Drector Robin Loon Fostval Progrocnrme Deson Deawign At Work
Procction Drector Tay Tong Rooctngs Progrovmmes Desiyn . Raffele
Prociuction Manooor Ton Loy Hoon Tickatng Executhve Falicla Chon
Procuction Deskone: Deoan Hills PUOIt PHotooraptsy Alfle Lew
Tachnicol Executve Lea Shian Ching Make Lip andd Howr for David Song
Pt Prnt Executhve Lastie Loe Publcry Protoshoot

For Dosion Kelth Colaco

Mark Wee
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¥ o e the sat you soe in Girnle's Fovouwriee Colowr. The Buried orxd Guset

The Gorila, Lo henvie Doon Hls ot ASIoink Lo thark.

Do Hls s o 33-y0or ok prockction desionaer whio holls rom South Austrolo.
He has ten yeors of expenionce designing sets ond costumnes for over 60
Australion productions. Armong his favourite works are the costurnes for
Hoaxty's Orcus for the Stote Theotre in 1995, the set ond costumnes for Three
Stores HIoh with the Bolvor Stroet Theotre in 1991, Fronkensten's Ohidren,
& procuction for the Austrolon Theotre For Yourxy Peopie in 15959 ord Kofko's

Dances with The Oacxockes in 1995,

Doon s o por UCEant IN 8 progranmems CONXI ASRINK, on Arts Resicooncy Programme
for AUSIrolon orts proctitionars wiio wisl Lo spanxd 8 peniod OF Urng working in on
Asion country. Asiolink works cosoly with the Austrolon ambassies ond Hoh
Corrynissions In Uhe region Lo organise the resioncios ond they ore o refenence

LN For Uhe el whie overseas.

FOr Loy Austrolon orts procttionins wiio wish L0 exparionce working vwithin
O Sty OrRONRItION N & ASn Country. the ASRINK progrormene offors those
AUSLrolons & rerg OppRortunity For thorm Lo farmiloris U msohes with Asion ort,
cultural formms arxd the arts nfrastructure Of the host country. THe Asian countries
Wihich Pave Donefiteedt froem Uhis prograrmyme Nchxcie Hong Kong, Jopan, Mok s,

Vietrarm orcd Combacka.

THhe programne, Set up about 18 months 800, also hopes to enlarge the
CXPORNCIRS SvOlabNy FOr PO oI orts POrsorndd Lo work with) thak CoRROX s
1 the reQion; Lo anabier 8 IoNgex LorTn vONIYTENT with) the DOSE cornpory) ond

oo oge Furthar ExChanges ondd CORMO NG [Proicts.

Bosed on s trock records, TheotreiWorks has Deen selected to e the frst

SINQOROE theotre Cormpxansy (O hast the Austrolion Uheotre proCtitoners.

SO for. WO AUSTrolon theotre proctitioners Dave beon attached to TheotreWWorks
U ough the Asiolnk Progrormme. The first woas Poud Spiane [who worked on
Thootreorks' Morning Star Projoct and Six of the Bost os its kghtinxg designer)
and prosenthy. Doon Hits who s the Procduction Desioner for the SPH Festival of

Newy Winting,

AsKext for his thougihits about workinkg iIn o stronQe naw anvironment, Doon
anthused that he was Qlad to have been attached with “the maost interesing
theatre company) 1 SINpopore. wihich 18 Strongky devoted to prockscing locol
rany work”, DUt finds that working in Singopore was not mexch cfferent os e

LhOoUQe = “and SINQapon's Oroat for SHoppingl”
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tHEATREWORKS

The most acclaimed Singapore theatre production of 1995 returns
Descendants of the Eunuch Admiral

Written by Kuo Pao Kun Directed by Ong Keng Sen

“Ong Keng Sen gives .

play by fusing

with palpable

In doing so,

next millennium |

world...”
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erpretation to Kuo’s

ents of sight and sound

ingapore theatre into the

lence into a new

The Straits Times, Lifel _June 6, 19985,

A visual spectacle about castration and the corporate ladder.

The Victoria Theatre
4 -13 0October 1996

Tickets at $10 - $25. Call 338 6735 for the best seats now!



High altitudes can raise your pulse rate and induce heavy breathing.

Choose your dinner partner carefully.

Ihe Compass Rose. The restaurant above the world’s tallest hotel. The Westin Stamford. Call 431 6156 for reservations.,







