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Javanese Wayang Kulit

Shadow puppet Wheatre is found in many forms workd-wide, inchuding Turkey. Crecce. China. Incka.
Thadend. Melaysis and Indoncsia. bl Lhe shadow puppet theatre of Jova known a5 vy Ll is
renowncd 38 onc of Lhe mosl complex.

The tem wayang kell” docs not i fact refer Lo shadow al all bul rather Lo the leather that the
Lvo-dmensions] puppels are made from (kult mcaning keather). in contrasl Lo other “wayang'
%pa‘{om'tgcbjocu)ﬂch-mbodu(nmw or theee- dmensionl wooden puppels
ws sokck) The more ususl Lo in Jova for what is calicd “shedow puppel” performance in
Enghsh 18 wyang purva. which refers Lo the performence repertomne, ‘porva = meaning ‘ancienl”. bul
probobly from the Sensknl porwa’ - inchoaling Jovancsc Lelings of sloncs based on or woven
around the great Mshabharala aad Remayons cpica.

Mach has been writlen about Uhe presumcd Incdaa ongns of wayeng, 2ad sbout Lhe nlual sgndficance
of the shodow. Bl in Jova Lodsy, although there s one kind of wayeng performance colled ruwalon
which has a specil el purposc. wayang kel has no direct religious or nlwl comctation. Unkike n
Bok shere Bolncsc Mindusa keops Balincsc wayang more closcly Inked Lo rekgious ceremony. of in
Malyysa, where Lhe dolang oflen enters trance. wayang perforsances in Java are prmanly for scoular
cnlertainment 3L privole and public cvenls. even i Lhe alones (like Lomght's) are mlended Lo be
cdliyng And 3s cnlerlanmcnt. wayeng s alve and well providing endicss opportuntics for
innovalion. and presented also ca Lekevision. racko. VOD and audio casselle.

Despite the fact that wayang kull is shadow heatre, in Jova Lhe sudience ususlly prefers Lo walch
the performance from the dalang’s sidc. not the shadow sidc. This way they ca acc Lhe delag's
Lechnque. Lhe musicians, and also the cokours and canving of the puppets. A [ull wayang performance
laals oll mght long, from about 9 pa util st before dywn. and dunng Lhis lime Lhe dhalang docs nol
leave the slage. (Tonght's performance 15 a shortened 3 hour verson). e performs noa-slop =
weaving 3 full nght's story out of 3 short cutlne. such 35 the one you have for the performance
Longht. lic composcs 38 he performs, working Lhe ouline mlo a formal but flexible performance
framework Often he chooses the lory for the performance only st before be slarts perforning,

The dalang uscs 3 huge armay of bnguage. from ancient Javencac poetry through Lo colloquial slang,
and performs diferent voroes and lypes of speech for diferent charactera e audl also be 3
muscn - 38 he gives signals Lo the gaachn ausicins. and ks Lo coordnsle bis song, mrration and
puppel movement Lo the venous complex musical slructures of the accompanying gascha And of
course he musl be an expert ol sanpuldling he puppels. dilferentiating movemcnts for different
pes of characters, performing amazing feats of chorcography in the fighting scenca. and moking
skilfel use of Lhe screen and Kght source in produang clfects of space and sac.

&cang a Ive wayang performance s an unforgellable expencence. Usually. non- Javancee speakers
only gl Lo apprecidte Lhe viswal aspects of Lhe performance - impressive enough though these are
- and hear the beauty of the sound of the gamchn and the dabing's voie. Bl wayeng is aleo @
slonyteling form par exaclionce. and s 8 medna where Jyvancse can fully eapy Uhe beauty of their
brgwge. Tonght. non-Jwveacse speakers have Lhe rare opportunly to gel a laste of that



cnpoyment. through the Lransistion and commentary of Prof. Hardp Susdo. The Anom Socrclo.
is known a5 3 Lop dabing for all aspects of performence. but is particulardy ncted for the beauty of
his vosoe andl has use of hguage.

tnjpoy the performance. You shoukd feel free Lo rosm around. Wayeng walchers (and Bslencrs) in Jova
are never expected Lo remain constantly atlentive of in onc spol.

BIMA 8ACRIFICED
(Bima babul)

As with mosl Javancsc wayang slonca, tomght's play depicts characters from the Malabhorata epic.
which Lells of Lhe nivalry between Lhe cnc hundired Kurawas and thar cousins, the five Deadowas,

This story focuses on the dignly of the Pendawas aad prosides aa opportesily for the puppet
master ( Lo present 3 discussion on phelosopticel and moral condepls through the vaned snd
nch voices of Lhe dharacters

The slory is sct dunng the penod afler the Pendawas narroady cacaped 3 Lreacherous Kerawa plol.
when Uhey were invled Lo the baoquer povion which had been delbersicly bull of Mhaasble
material and then sct akght. The Pendawa flec to 3 foraign kingdon.

King Boka (Prabu Buks). aa ogre king of the forcign resla of Dacekra. bas alsost exhousted his
supply of Lasly human morscls from his own kingdom. Now i s the Lum of a poor men [rom the villige
of Menabelon remcd Rest (sag¢) Irppa Lo find flesh and rice for the king, Too poor Lo buy them, Res
Irppa deades Lo offer hascll and bas famdly for Lhe ogre king's meal

Fortunatcly. ot that moment Dewi Kunthi (the mother of the five Pendawa brothers) aad her sons
arrive 3l Reat Irppo’s residence alter Wheir cscape from the bumming pavilion. Exhausted and hungry.
they ask if they can resl

Dewi Kunthi kearns of Whe pight of Irjapes fasly, Reacting with ber usul moral fortitude. she offers
onc of her own &ons for Lhe ssenfice. as subalitete for the Irppa faady. She chooses her second
son Bma. Lo carry oul Lhes duty. becouse she Lrusls bim a8 Lhe cac with Lhe spintual and physicol
srength Lo face 3ad solve the problen.

Before Bma 18 scnl ofl: Dewi Kunthi gathers ber five sons Logether and gives Lhem advice. pying
particular allention Lo Bma. She Lells Uhem to fight the cwls of greed. mtolerance and anger which
bring only chaoa, Eke those drving Lhe king who is oblvicus Lo reason and the wormings of his
advisors.

lnspired by Kunthi's wise words aboul creating a peaceful workd by fightng the evils within oncacil.
Bema i slrenglhened in his resolve.
Can he suooced i his confrontation with King Boka? ... Bsten and walch as the slory unfolds....



Ki i Anom Socroto
Dalang

Ki oy Anom Socrolo. renowned as onc of Juva's fincal dalangs. was bom i 1948 in Katen. 3
Lown belveen Soko and Yogyakarta. te comes from a faady of dalnga. and keamt the art froa
tas father. Ki Sadiyun Hardjpdarsana (The faady Lracktion continucs with Anoa's soa now also 3
professions] dalang). Anom also Look soac formal courscs i Lhe art of wayang performance.
n both Yogyokarla (at the Mabirands school) and Soko (ot the Mengkuncgaraa aad the
limponan Budsya Surakarla). e began performing profcasiomlly m Lhe bic 19608 aad in
1978 was honcured by he palace in Solo with 3 speaal pelace ke, I 1995 he was given a
Wmmwwpmmmwwmw
Apart from ve performance. he is also well known in Indoncs for his mumcrous wayang kull
recordings. He 18 also 3 keen sponsor and prosoter of wayang hmsdll. and bosts 3 monthly
performance by invited dahings ol his residence in Solo. Anom Socrolo hes frequently been
iled Lo perform overseas ol Lhe featival of Indoncsi i Lhe Unted Stales in 1990, al the
Adclude Teatival in 1994, and also in Japen. Spam and Cermany.

Prof. Hardj Susilo
Translator

Bor in Yogyokarta cenlral Jwva in 1934, Hordjp Susdo has been performing 26 3 musican and 3
dancer since chidhood Before leaving for Amenica in 1958 he wos a dance sludent and
Leacher at Knido Bekeo Wiromo Lracktionsl danae achool and a gamclan Leacher ol the Leacher
Lraining &chool in Yogyakarla. Smcc s sludent days his inlerests bave raaged froa csssical
Jovancse Beralure Lo Sir Arther Conan Doyle's advenlures of Sherdock Holmes. In 1958 he
m@mﬂcopp«tuiylododymnmmddhmmb&dmcm;d
Colforma o Los Angeles (UCIA) under Whe Litehage of Montle Hood. Charles Secger and
Coln McPhee. among others. whic baing Uhe firsl Javancse musc and dance teacher ol 3
Wealemn unverady. e reccived his Masster's dogree in music i 1967. subeoquently be was
gven 3 posion as a leclurer ol the UCIA In 1970 be was imited Lo jom the facully at the
Unversily of Hywaa where as music professor be leclured on music of vanous cultures, and
Laught gamclan and dence practicum. I 1975 be was promoted Lo the rank of Assocate
Drofessor in Masic. ln Junc 1993 be was avarded Tadish Scoi” (Art Award) by the Indoncsisa
Covernment for his contnbutions Lo Lracilionsl music. Mardp Sesdo relired from his
professorship in 1999 e has perforned the simullancous Lranshtion and commcnlary of
Jyvancsc wayang kuil performances al the Fealival of Indoncsia in Los Angelea. the Adclnde
Arts Featival. he Univeraily of Cabformia ol Berkeley. and the Univerady of Hywon

Music
Drof. Rahayu Supangsate Dr. Stosy. Suyato SKarMA: Suwito Witoradyx Seamo;

Sudirsono: Dolmadc Maryono: Budisulopo.



