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Conceived and directed by Ong Keng Sen '\ '\i\ WU AR

X :
In collaboration with Karen Kandel, Gojo Masanosuke, ;
Kineya Kotsumotsy, Toru Yamanaka N »

Sea of remembrance: Writien by Robin Loon

‘A "How cruel the floating world Designed by Scott Zielinski, Mitsushi Yanaihara
P /is solaces how few—

And soon my unmourned life
Will vanish with the dew"

“Geisha is perhops one of the biggest symbols of Japanciserie, it is an emply screen on which all cur fantasies of Japan can be projecied,
even for many contemporary Japanesa individuals teday who do not come into contact easily with this old world. However it is nof just
exofic but it is @ powerful arena to discuss the water world or o dream world, o Hloating world. It seems to encapsulate many notions of
Jopanese identity, gender relationships but more universally it is o spoce to discuss life, dream ond reality for the world
[ New Yorkbosed performer Karen Kandel, winner of several Obies, will weave together stories from geishas, maikos {opprentice geishas),
clients, their wives, ckamisans (mama-sans), nH.'.ptmg ol geishas, on!hmpolngm'. Kandel will animate this voice lopestry, giving life 1o the
secret world of the geisha. Joining her onstage will be female impersonator, kabuki dancer Gojo Masancsuke. He will dance the female

onnagala role drawing from the ngculd reperiory of kabuki and nihon buyoh (classical Japanese dance). For the geisha is the tragic heroine
of many a kobuki play

|\ Kandel ond Mosancsuke complement each other, these two unexpecied conspirators will jointly evoke the dream of the absent geisho.
" | They are the dream sellers, like the geishas
|
| | Finally there is the element of music for the geisha spins her almasphere through the art of stories, dance and music in the ochaya (lea
| house) with her clients. Kineya Katsumatsu, from the famed treditional school of shamisen, joins forces with electronic wizard Toru
Yamanaoka who created the contemporary soundscopes for the seminal shows of Dumb Type

i is my hope o brng tegether the fontasy of the geisha as well os the heartfelt voices of this world, In all my work, | bring

opposites together in that they will nurture each other. The enriching diologue that | have engaged in between the traditional
and the conlemporary continues in Geisha.” - Ong Keng Sen
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Commissioned by the Singapore Arts Festival, Geisha is the second production
— the first being Silver River - by Singapore director Ong Keng Sen o be invited
to the Spoleto Festival in Charlesion and the Lincoln Center Festival in New York

Spoleto Festival, Charleston, South Carolina, USA

For details ond enquiries, please contact:
26 - 30 MO}/ 2006

Mr TAY Tong
TheatreWorks (S) Id
72-13 Mchamed Sultan Road, Singapore 239007
Tel: +65-6737 7213, Fax: +65-6737 7013
Emoail: toytong@theatreworks.org.sg
www.theatreworks.org, s

Singapore Arfs Festival, Singapore
2 & 10 June 2006

Lincoln Center Festival, New York City, New York, USA
27 - 30 July 2006




