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a bizzare nightmare comes alive

Directed by Christine Lim
Movement tioiner: Christing Sesgeont § Originol music: Simon Binks
r 1 Lighting design: Kolyoni Kousikon I Sound design: Doro Ton
y Ng | Mokeup: Foceworks | Hoir: Botticelli Hoir & Beouty Solon
Front-of-house moneg I Golo night: Jeremioh (hoy, Michele Lim, Chon Mei Lion, Shoron Robson

Poster ond souvenir progromme: Goh Eck Kheng, See (hong Hoe, Chew Gek Kim




DIRECTOR'S MESSAGE

When | fiest reod Berkoff’s odopsotion of Kofko's expeession 10 moke the story thier own. The
short stocy 0 yeor 0go, | knew | wonted Jo direct . fask has been o joumey of explosaticn, not
| wos drown by the story’s power ond simplicity. without ifs uacerioin moments.

The hoarific plight of o seasitive individuol pressured Reheorsols have been spent testing fifty
indo 0 onsformation by fomily ond socety moved idens, caly %o thow out forty-nine, exploring
me. The comment on urbonisotion, moterioksm ond  numerous ond voried olfematives before
humon weakness & 05 fresh ond relevont os when  setsling on on imoge or direction.

Kofko created Coegor in 1915. As ofl times, the cost ond | worked o5 0
Hoving seen Berkoff productions in the UK, I om  teom. | greotly oppeeciote their dedicotion.
fomdior with the noanoturolistic epproach For 0 kong while, we were not sure whot

demonded of o peoduction of his ploys. | wos eoger  the finol result would be. Like Gregor Somso,
fo expement with ¢ ploy in which the boundodes  the ploy metomarphsised before cur very eyes.
of the past ond present, dreom ond reokity, ore | hope you enjoy the resuls.

blemed. Movement-oniented theotre wos oko

something | hod begun to opprecicte ond wished to  Chrristine Lim

introduce %o my work. My greotest chollenge bos

beea to help my octors develop o longuoge of

ARTISTIC DIRECTOR'S
MESSAGE

Metomorphasis is the sacond TheotreWorks the cudience. This new vocobulory is more often
peoduction dicected by o quest deector this yeor. thon not elusive ond the octors hove spent long,

The compony &5 conscious of the meed to ordous hours beaking down their noturol
constontly increase our pool of resoueces, vocobulory in seech of o moce theatricol stylised
especilly directors. We ore hence glod to open expeession. This potience epitomises the spirit of
our new S20son with o production directed by our young compony, which, in foeging on

(heistime Lim who has recently retuened from o idensity, constontly looks for new chollenges.
short British Theotre Associotion courss. R -
Metomorphosis contioues some of the wok ~ Ong Keng Sen
which the compoony begon lost yeor in Three
(Children. The emphosis is on o physicolisation of
text ond finding oltemative forms of expression.
To this end, we cee foctuncte %o hove the
 assistonce of Tino Seorgent who o given bee
time so freely despite her other commitments.
Berkoff's text, os ohwoys, forces octors to find
0 new vocobulory with which fo communicote with






BERKOFF

Although 51 yeor-old Steve Berkoff hos odopted,
directed ond performed two other Kafka roles (In the
Penal Colony ond The Trial), it is to Metamorphosis
that he hos retuned most often.

Metomorphosis is on inspired ploy. It defies the
convention of o play — which is o group of people
screofing ot eoch other ond mouthing the neurotic
obessions of the writer. Whot s uareol, imogined, borely
conceived is usvolly the province of the short story ond
the novel. ;

But beyond the ortistic oppeol of trying fo oct the X
unreol, this ploy holds o much deeper, philosophicll ™%
attroction for Berkoff. For it wos theough the ploy
Metamorphosis that Berkoff saw Kofka's most
morvelous imogination working inside the desperation of
0 strongled soul, the frightened human being, ond
thereby releasing its horrors.

“He touched me in oll my chords of being from
grotesque to simple, sublime humanity. No other writer
quite manoges this with the some power ond insight”.

It is theough the mouthpiece of Berkoff that we
hear Kofko’s messoge. A messoge obout the struggles
of Man microscoped by the octions of on insext.

And it is becouse of these struggles that Gregor’s
struggles os on insect ossume heroic dimensions. The
struggles ore self-denying; they ore overwhelming in the
despesate fight to overcome o hondicap, ond ore
eventually death-giving. In the coropace of the insect he
exomines the fomily from the ground view. We see the
fomily os humon endeavor, greed ond ombition — the
protective sonctuary of the bourgeois fomily. Gregor os o
bug is o hero of huge proportions: he snarks, he spits,
leops out of the fomily, and meditates profoundly on the
loss of humon structure ond emotions.
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he corporate purpose of

Glaxo is to discover,
develop, manufacture and supply
safe and effective medicines of the
highest quality. In Singapore as
elsewhere, we therefore strive to
perform to the highest standards
with quality as the objective in all
our operations and in the services
we offer. Ultimately, it is the
quality of human lives we are
looking to improve.

Beyond our role in healthcare
we have a commitment as a
corporate citizen to expand and
develop our business in harmony
with national economic goals. We
are also contributing to efforts to
improve other aspects of life,
including support for education,
the performing arts and the
underpnvileged.

OUALITY,

Our commitment to play a
positive role in enhancing the
quality of life is part of the Glaxo
tradition which we are proud to

maintain. %

Glaxo

A World Leader in Pharmaceuticals




Koh Boon Pin s
Gregor Somso

Boon Pin wos lost seea of the Dromo -
Centre of the 1987 Dromo Festivol in '
Stors” production of From One To

Mideight.

My metomorphosis has beea on
ntesesting experience for me. |
hope it wil be for you fo0.
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Lim Kay Tong &
Gregor”s fother

A founder Director of

TheatreWorks, Koy Tong s o

professional octor o stage ond

screen. Stoge credits incude FOB,

Be My Sushi Tonight, The Maids, b )
Fonshen, Three (hildren ond . S
Reshomon. He bes bod television J
roles in Teako Reunion, - *
Tonomero, Noble House ond

911, 0 new television movie for X

Universol Studios. Film ports hove
been in Shanghai Surprise, News (

Report of A Journey ond Keys to
Freedom.

Gregor’s fother is
tysonaiol,
cowordly,
drunkord.




Hand-crafted diamonds

The fire of diamonds, captured in crystal by the craftsmen of Ireland.
Waterford crystal, pure and perfect.

(4
WATERFORD

CRYSTAL

A Kl range of Waterfoed peoduces is avasable from The Waserfoed Woadgwood Shop a2 Delfi Orchand. Tel: 734 8375, Dasmuang, Fsetan Havdock, New' Eetan Orchard,
Robensons, Sopo, Tangs and Tokyu

Waterfoed Wedgwood Singapore: 24 Pasir Panjang Road, #08-17 Muli Storcy Complex, Singapoee 0511, Tel: 278 7811
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WE ENGINEERED
THE

The original music and sound effects for Metamor- system for music recording and the Emulator 3, Roland
phosis were composed ond recorded at Speakeasy D50, D110 and MC500, Akai 900, Ensoniq ESQ
Sound Studio, which offers multi-track recording ond the Atari Mega 4. With prices as competitive
facilities, using the professional multi-track unit, {w as our studio, Speakeasy also has a compre-
Akai 1214 — one of the best machines in the AP NCse /> hensive range of CD sfx and library music
market and the favoured demonstration machine {“Al’\(',‘b‘ * and is the only studio regionally to have
of producers and musicians. We also offer :_': direct phone links with overseas studios for
state-of-the-art effects equipment, a complete midi International voice-over talent.

For oll voice-overs, soundtracks and audio work of any kind, see us ot Speckeasy, 668 Boat Quay.



Christina
Sergeant is
the Tenont

(heisting wos Artistic
director with Stors for
three years.

She helps out with the
Adiors Theatre Ciecle.

Noorlinah Mohamed
Greto Somso

Noorlinoh stored o5 Aane Fronk in 0 school
production, ond soag ond donced in the chorus
of Beauty World. She ployed multiple rolés in
To My Heort with Smiles ond dubs for
Singopore Broodosting Corporetion

Irene Lim s
the Chief Clerk

Irene hos hod leod rokes in The Mikodo, Not
Afroid 1o Remember, Second (hance ond
Medeo.

The Chief Cherk is 0 very robotk chorocter
thot is coldly efficent. She & on impersonol
boss so that, with bes, one fieels, “Big Sister
s woiching”. She is fotolly werk-onented
ond unsympotheli fo those who don't
pecdorm well. In essence, she is the typicol
hyper-efficient bureoucrot,

Geeto goes theough 0 metomorphosis hersel
os the ploy develops. She chonges from o
hoppy-goucky gl fo 0 more resporsible oad
levetheoded person who eventuolly ends vp
the mast seasible chorocter in the ploy. Her
immense Jove for her brother onioly
chonges 0s she develops ber chorocter oad
we see ber love chonge to immense kathing.

"

e



THE COCKROACH von s s i \ SO

destructiveness ond ifs fetid odour which clings fo everything it touches, but also becouse of its ugliness.

Thus, with over 3,500 species found throughout the world, the cockroach serves as on orchetypical symbol of horror,
revulsion and rejection os it does for the Somsas when they discover Gregor’s metomorphosis. It is interesting then to
note that the oriental cockroach (Blatto orientallo) is considered to be one of the filthiest household pests in the
world.

Finding the physicolity for Gregor resulted in on interesting voyoge into the dynomics of odoptation. Adopting, for
exomple, 0 normolly erect carrioge to o flattened, oval body that is down on all fours for most of the tme. Adapting
too, this new-found body posture to the rapid, scurrying movements chorocteristic of cockroaches certainly took some

getfing used to.

The ironicol thing is that Gregor Somso, the insect, despite his ugliness, remains essentiolly human, more so thon his
fomily, whose cold, unfeeling cores show through their humon forms.




Two ploys on the issue of Aids

Jockson on a Jount by Eleanor Wong
As If He Heors by Choy Yew

\n experimental production
Directed by Ong Keng Sen of Elcanor Wong's award
Nightly perfarmonce: 23 November = 2 Decomber 1989
Matinees: 26 Névember. 2 December 1989

winning play

Yerwe: The Droma Centre. Conning Rise

Directed by Ong Keng Sen,
Artistic Director of TheatreWorks

@ for Five Arts Centre, Malavsaa

Date: 3 < 7 October 1989

) \ Venue: Experimental Theatre, Kl

tHEATREWORKs

wos set up in February 1985 by a group of theatre enthusiosts and professionols who believe that theatre ond ifs practitoners have
o deserved place in our society.

The company holds that if someone in Singapore sets out fo become o playwright, o director, on actor, o stoge designer or
whatever related functionary in theatre, he or she should be oble to pursue it full-fime and earn  living from it.

With this commitment, the compony hos provided the public with o regulor season of professional performances for the last

five yeors.

Founder Directors Resident Set Designer Actors’ Ensemble
Lim Kay Tong Justin Hill Lim Koy Siv
Lim Siouw Chong Loke Meng Chue
Justin Hill Resident Lighting Designer T Sasithoran

Kolyani Kousikon (oire Wong
Artistic Director (hriistne Lim
Ong Keng Sen Business Monager Nora Somosir

Ng Soy Cheng

Production Monager
Toy Tong

Corporate sponsors  $TUDI0 Glaxo ... s




Director: Christine Lim
Recently retumed os o fellow of The
British Council Fellowship in Theatre
Arts from Britain, Christine has been
involved in productions both
frontstage ond backstoge. Aport from
her formol training in dromo, Christine
hos olso studied donce, speech
troining ond video dubbing in her job
with Singapore Broodcosting
Corporation. She is o member of
TheatreWorks” Actors Ensemble, ond
oport from directing hos ployed
numerous lead roles including
Rashomon, Fanshen, Bumboat!,
Second Chance, Be My Sushi
Tonight and The Elephant Man.
She has olso presented vorious TV.
progrommes such as Crimewatch.
Metamorphosis marks her directing
debut.

Assistant stage manager:
Ng Yee Lin

This is Yee Lin’s first production with
TheatreWorks. She hos stoge-
managed various droma productions
and her expertise is presently gleoned
from her role a5 chairman of the co-
ordinoting committee for Compus
Concerts ond as o member of the
Student Orgonising Committee of the

University.

Set designer:

Ernesto Bedmar

Emesto is on architect and is opplying
his professional skills to the Theotre
for the first fime.

li%hting designer:
Kalyani Kausikan

Kolyoni has lit theotre productions
since 1978. Her credits include
FOB, Be My Shushi Tonight, Three
Children, Beauty World,
Bumboat!, Dragon’s Teeth Gate,
The Elephant Man ond To My
Heart. With Smiles. She is
TheatreWorks” Resident Lighting
Designer.

Costume designer:
Anthony Ng

Anthony is o foshion designer by
profession ond this ploy marks his
introduction to stoge design.

Video cameraman:

Kim Lee

Kim is o freelonce photojoumnalist,
writer ond producer. Her inferests in
droma go back to school days when
she wos in the LDDS. Besides
having helped out in omateur
productions such os | Remember
Broadway, she hos okso
photogrophed commerciols ond
documentaries which include one for
the Soboh government.

Sound designer:

Dora Tan

Dora’s interest in theatre begon
from school days ond corried on
info University. She has worked
with various theatre companies and
organisations, ond has been moinly
involved in stoge manogement,
lighting, design and sound. Her
previous productions with
TheatreWorks include Fanshen,
Rashomon ond The Maids.

Stoqe manager:
Lucilla Teoh

Lucillo has been actively involved
with the various ospects of theatre
since 1981 ond wos most recently
stoge manoger for Mixed Signals.
She was olso production manager
for the premier run of the highly
successful Beauty World.

Composer:

Simon Binks

Simon, a professional musicion for
the past 10 years, wos the
founding member, leod guitorist,
song-writer ond musicol director for
Austrolion Crowl, one of Australio’s
most successful acts, from 1979 to
1986. His ochievements include
the release of 9 olbums, some of
which achieved up to 5 plofinum
awards. He olso worked with top
producers such os Neil Dorfsman
(Sting, Dire Straits), Mike Chapmon
(Blondie, The Knack) and Mor Opitz
(INXS), Duron Duron ond members
of The Motels ond Joe Elys Bond.
His song, “White Limbo”, wos
odopted os the theme song by the
Austrolion Everest Expedition teom.



METAMORPHOSIS
AND MODERN TECHNOLOGY

In Metamorphosis, TheatreWorks experiments with
the Sony Multiscan Video Projector to bring one of
the choracters of the play onto the stage in
unusvolly dromatic proportions.

The Chief Clerk (Irene Lim) holds a pivotol
position in the plot. She symbolises the immense
power which one’s employer con have over o
breadwinner and his fomily. When this outhority is
used to the point of oppression, the entire Somso
fomily s driven to desperation.

To achieve this olkpervosive, menacing
persona, ond heighten the helplessness felt by the
Samsa fomily, the Chief Clerk oppears on stage via
the Sony Multiscan Projector. The power she wields
is thus expressed ond enhanced by her ‘presence’
ond size. It is now even possible to focus on specific
aspects of her aggressiveness — her mouth os she
utters threats, her eyes when she glores in onger.

A video comera records Irene Lim off stoge
during eoch performonce ond transmits her image
onto a screen on stoge via the Sony Multiscon
Projector. In this woy, she con reoct to the actors on
stoge ond vice verso.

Another dimension is odded o the ferror felt
by the Somss by this unusual technique. The Chief
Clerk is now in reality on imoge removed, yet oble
to exert so much presence and control.

Although no such device is os yet used to
dominate people, the possibility is not really that for
fetched when one thinks of the power other imaging
systems, like television or cinemo, alreody have on
our lives...




Sony makes every second count!

From Classroom

Whatever your requirements, Sony I
technology excels. Your presentation so i
expertly presented because now
pictures are bigger and better and
clearer and sounds more dlSIInCtNe
than ever.

Its multiscan capability VPH-
1031QM allows the projectors to accept
vanous picture sources such as video
software, cameras, video discs and
computers.

Video Graphic
MULTISCAN

to Entemment

These dynamic communication
tools never fail you but enhance your
creative efforts. Best of all, these user-
friendly projectors can be installed __
anywhere —on desks,on
floors or hung fromthe s
ceilings and it’s great
for entertainment too!

Super Bright

VPH-104 10M
Video Projector

Computer Interfaces
are also available

SONY.

INE STEP AHEAD

SONY SINGAPORE PTELTD
2 Neandra Road, #0201 Dela House, Segaoore 0305
Sl Davncn Tet 2724455 » Customer Servce Divison Tl 2725566

2 Noxedrd Rodd, 10201 Deta House, Segapore 0335

minferestedin O VPH-600Q600QM (0 VPH-1031QGM VPH-1041070410M
Please sond 3 representatveibeochure
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tHEATREWORKS

presents

THrRee ANGELS IN THE WINGS

Tangs Studio Glaxo  Waterford Wedgwood

TheatreWorks is pleased to announce that three of Singapore’s leading companies
have come together in support of its new season.

The companies are Tangs Studio, Glaxo and Waterford Wedgwood, Singapore.
These companies are distinguished by their enlightened leaderships and sound
corporate philosophies. TheatreWorks is very proud to be singled out and put under
their wings in their support of Singapore’s fledgling theatre profession. Together, we
hope to give to Singapore a meaningful, vibrant and progressive theatre repertoire
in 1989/90.

Their contributions to TheatreWorks represent a new dirvection in corporate
sponsorship of the arts in Singapore, in particular, the dramatic theatre. They are
the first to publicly recognise the relevance and necessity of a professional theatre
company in the context of developing a culturally vibrant environment in Singapore.
The generosity of Tangs Studio, Glaxo and Waterford Wedgwood will, eventually,

bring the Singaporean dream of a cultured society closer to reality.

fTUDI0  Glaxo e Weoano00 =

Prarsaie sy
AWt Lander A
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Good Food +* Good Drinks « Good Times

}f}s{} Fun, Frolic and good Food are
our specialities. Our menu
features a wide range of
American favorites — Friday's

potato skins, Speedy Gonzales (taco chips
with guacamole), Seafood Cioppino, Dolly
Parton, Fajitas, Rod Stewart's Ribs and our
mouth watering desserts. Our lunch specials
are $7.00+ + and dinner specials are
$15.00+ +. Our monthly theme parties will
keep you constantly entertained. So, if you're
looking for a good time, come to us, the place
where everyday's a Friday!

%

Open daily: lznoon—za-{l

Disco Hours: 10.30 n—Z%
#04-44/50 Far East Plaza
(between Hyatt & Goodwood Hotel)

Singapore 0922

Tel: 235.6181 (For Reservations)




(FRUIT TREE)
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It's worth picking.







