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DIOGRAPHIES

ONG Keng Sen
Director

Ong Keng Sen, Artistic Director of TheatreWorks
1Singapore), has actively contributed to the evolution
ol an Asian identity; as well as the subsequent
transglobatisation of the Asian aesthetic in contemporary
arts. He studied intercultural performance at the
Performance Studies Dapartmant, Tisch School of the
Arts, Now York University, and also holds » law degree
Recognised for his Intercultural and interdisciplinary
approaches, many of his works have been presented at
and acclaimed throughout the world. An important
part of his work is in research with emerging artigls
the Latest being the rut'hhu'.ll-p pragrammae

CONNECT CONNECT for the Spielart Festval {Munich)
He is also known for his political curation of artists of

diverse origins and practices in process contexts

In 1994, Keng Sen conceptualised The Flying Circus
Froject, a laboratory project that brings tagether
traditional and contemporary Asian artists amongst
artists from the world. This process was shared al the
Yokohama Triennale in a school of politics which was
ongaing, throughout the 2005 exhibition. In 1999,

he initiated a network for Asian artists to encourage
inter-Asian engagement, known as the Arts Network
Asia [ANA), This recently recelved an endowment from
Ford Foundation for its sustained collaboration across
borders in the arts and cultures ol Asia, Keng Sen is
the founding artistic director of In-Transit, an annual
interdisciplinary arts festival in Berlin [2002 & 2003)
He curated the 'nsomma season for the Institute of
Contemporary Arts in Londan [2005), the Politics of
Fun exhibition at the House of World Cultures, Bertin
[2005], the immanse Night Festival; New World 2010
for the National Museum ¢! Singapore and Singapors
At Museum, amongst others

Keng Sen is the only Singapore artigt to have recelved
the Young Artists Award and Cultural Medallion Award
In 2010, he was awarded the Fukuoka Arts & Culture
Prize for his outstanding body of work and contribution
10 Aslan expression



Naohiko UMEWAKA
Old Man/0ld Man's Wife

Naohiko Umewaka 15 & Noh Master for Shite |Lead Actar] of the
Kanze School, His family Uineage in the art of Noh dates back six
hundred years. His great grandfather, Umewaka Minoru, is credited
with saving Noh Theater from extinction, Naghikeo, trained by his
father, the legendary Noh Master Naoyoshi, has been performing
since he was three, and played his lirst major role in Tsuchigume
at the age of nine

Aside from performing classical Noh plays, worldwide, he also
composes, choreographs, directs and performs in a number ol new
Noh plays, including The Baptism of Jesus, which was performed

ot the Vatican before Pope John Paul Il on December 23, 1988

He appeared as Emperor Hirohito in the 1995 Hilm Miroshima and
performed the title role in Ong Keng Sen's 1997 multicultural
production Lear. He also writes and directs contemporary plays with
Noh elements. His original work The Coffee Shop Within the Play,
an olficial entry to the 31st UNESCO International Theatre Institute's
Theatre Olympics of the Nations in 2006, was reviewed as one of the
five best plays among 30 performances from all over the world

Naohiko, who received his Ph.D, in 1995 Trom the University of
London, is currently a professor at Shizuoka University of Art
and Culture, where he does academic research on the concepts,
philosophy and internal choreography of Noh Theater. He was a
recipient of a Japan Foundation Visiting Professor Fellowship in
2006 and was designated Cultural Ambassador by the Agency for
Cultural Affairs, Government of Japan in 2008



WU Man
Daughter

Wu Man is an internationally renowned virtuosic pipa performer,
US-based, Chinese-born musician Wu Man has carved out

b career creating and collaborating on projects that give this
ancient Chineso instrument a new role in today's music world,
not only Intreducing the instrument to new audiences

but growing the core repertoire. Her adventurous musical

spirtt has alsoe led to her becoming a respected expert on

the history and preservation ol Chinese musical traditions,
reflected in her recorded and live performances and
multi-cultural collaborations, including her new COD & DVD,
Borderfands: Wu Man & Master Musicians from the Silk Route
released by Smithsenian Folkways as part of the Aga Khan Trust
for Culture’s Music of Central Asia project

A Grammy Avward-nominated artist, Wu Man was brought up in
the Pudong School of pipa playing and was the first reciplent

of a master's degree in pipa from the Central Conservatory

of Music in Beljing. She was also the fiest artist fram China to
have performed at the White House, Since moving to the U.S

In 1990, Wu Man's role has developed beyond pips perlarmance
to encompass singing, dancing, composing and curating new
works, These efforts were recognized when she was made a
Z00B United States Artists Broad Fellow



KANG Kwon Soon
Mother

Kang Kwon Soon, who studied at the National
Traditional Music High School and Seoul National
University, s a leading vocalist in traditional and
contemporary music in Korea. As a singer she
has devoted herself 1o performing and perfecting
Korean traditional court music [Jungal and new
compositions as well,

Since 1987, she has developed her career
extensively throughout Korea and abroad by
working with comgposers, dancers and thealre
companies. She has worked with the famous
composers Kim Young-dong, Lee Kun-yong,

a well-known dancer Hong Sin-ja and theatre
director Ong Keng Sen and Jinhi Kim, She has
performed with many important ensembles and
orchestras such as Seoul Metrapolitan Traditional
Orchostra, Traditional Music Orchostra alfitiated
with the National Center for Korean Traditional
Performing Arts and Kim Duk-soo Samulnori
|Korean Percussion Ensemblel Group.

In addition, Ms. Kang has been invited to numerous
prestigious events such as Melbourne Arts Festival
She has also performed in Canada, Europe and the
United States with artists from various countries,
She has released several recordings including two
s0lo albums and received first prizes in both the
Dong-A Competition and the Seoul Traditional Music
Festival, sponsored by Korea Broadcasting Station,




Piterman
Loyal Attendant

Piterman was born in West Sumatra in
1965, Since the age of ten, he started
teaining in Dikia Rabano, b traditional
vocal arts ritual from Indonesia, In 1985,
he enrolled into the Art Academy of
Padang Panjang Karawitan, and upon
graduation embarked on his career

a5 & vocalist, musician and composer

In 1992, he joined Gumarang Saktl Dance
Company in Jakarta under Gusmiati Suid,
and worked as a music coordinator

One of his notable works in music lor
dance s Api Dalam Sekam. His other
works are Limpapeh and Cotok Taduang
He also participated in the Ritual Music
Fostival in Australia [1995] and choir
festival in Germany as the vocal coach
for the Bandung Institute of Technology
In 1998, he moved Lo Solo and founded
the Randal group. Piterman has also
conducted many workshops in various
countries such as Australia, Thailand,
Singapore and Germany. He also
collaborates with various well-known
artists such as Suka Hardjana, Jack Bady,
Dwiki Darmawan and Ong Keng Sen,

n
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Rahayu SUPANGGAH
Gamelan Music Composer

Rahayu Supanggah is one of the few Indonesian
composers and musicians who has an
international reputation

He has written numerous compositions of traditional
karawitan, as well as new [contemporaryl Indonesian
music which remains rooted in the traditional music of
various regions of Indonesia and Asia. He has written
concert music, as well as music for dance, theatre,

and Hilm. In addition to working alone, Supanggah has
also collaborated with numerous world-class artists and
directors, Including Sardono W Kusumao, Garin Nugroho,
Marsell Sumarno, Ramli lbrahim, Denisa Reyes.,

Ong Keng Sen, Toshi Tsuchitorl, Andre Gingras,

Warner Kaegi, Robert Wilson, Plaid, the KRONOS
Quartet, Gamelan Pasilica and Gamelan Son of Lion,

Supanggah has performed at various prestigious lorums
in aver 40 difterent countries, such as at the Next Wave
Festival at BAM Naew York, the Lincoln Center in

New York, the BBC Prom Concert Series at the Royal
Albert Hall in London, the Ether Festival at the Gueen
Elizabeth Hall in London, The Esplanadae in Singapore,
Bunkamura Theatre in Tokyo, the Grand Theatre in
Pyangyang, Het Muziektheatre in Amsterdam, Opera de
Paris, Ravenna Opera House, the Melbourne Festival,
the Schiller Theater, and Haus der Kulturen der Welt

in Berlin

In 2006, Supanggah's music for the hlm Opera Jawa
earned him the award of Best Composer al the Asian
Film Festival in Heng Kong, the Three Continents Film
Fostival at Nantes, and the Indonesian Film Festival

He also composed the music for the hilm Buddha Resides
in Borobudur, which won an award at the Indonesian
Film Festival in 2008, In the same year, he was also
prosented with the award for World Master on Music
and Culture in Seoul, At the recent Independence Day
celebrations, Supanggah was given the highest award in
the field of culture [Bintang Budaya Parama Dharmal
by the President of the Republic of Indonesia,




Toru YAMANAKA
Electronic Music Composer

Toru Yamanaka i$ 3 music composer, producer,
club DJ and organizer, born in Osaka, Japan
Yamanaka has collaborated with vanous artists
around the world. From 1984 to 2000, he joined
the Japanese performance group Dumb Type
25 3 music composer and sound designer.
Since 2000, Yamanaka has been collaborating
with director Ong Keng Sen in productions such
as Diaspora and Geisha. In 2009, he started
working with Monochrome Circus, » dance
company based in Kyoto; as well as founded »
new ambient (oop music band Schaitt. In 2010,
he joined the performance group MuDA

Danis SUGIYANTO
Gamelan Musician

Danis Sugryanto studied traditional Indonesan
music al the Indonesian Institute of the

Arts, Surakarta and Gadjah Mada University,
Yogyakaria. He has been a lecturer in music
since 2003. As a professional musician, Danis has
worked with vanous Indonesan and international
artists at home and abroad. He has performed

in the original Lear directed by Ong Keng Sen

in Japan [19971; in | La Galigo by acclaimed
director Robert Wilson in New York City (2005),
Jakarta 120061, Melbourne (2004], Milan and
Taipei (2008); in Diponegoro choreographed by
Sardono W. Kusumo in New York City 12009];

as well a5 The Detour to Paradise, 3 Iim by Andy
Lee, and recently at the World Gamelan Festival
in Terengganu, Malaysia (2010]. Danis is one

of the founders and music director of Swastika
kroncong ensembile and was also 3 member of
Sonoseni Music Ensemble, led by | Wayan Sadra
both based in Solo
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Gunarto
Gamelan Musiclan

Gunarto was born and raised in a family
of dalangs (master puppeteers) from
East Java, In 1989 he enrolled into the
Surakarta Conservatory, Indonesia

He joined SMKI vocal group led by

F. X, Subanto and played the guitar

as well as the contra bass, In 1993,

he turthered his studies at STSI-
presently known as 151 |Indonesian
Institute of the Arts) Surakarta and
explored various kinds of music and
contemporary arts. In 1998, he joined
the contemporary music group, Sono
Seni Ensemble, led by | Wayan Sadra
Together with his 4 friends, they produced
compilation albums; Suite Sult, Suita
42 Har), Aulis 4 Jand No End in Sight.
In 2008, he gave a solo concert in Solo
titled Pancal Mubal Tangan Ngapal

and has produced numerous music
albums including The Works, Seribu
Bunga and Blanggur Ramadhan. He
has also performaed at musical events
inIndonesia, both as a musician as well
as a composer, such as the epening of
the 51st anniversary of Gresik Cement
Company, Solo City Jazz Festival and
World Music Fastival

Suyoto MARTOREJO |
Gamelan Musician ]

Suyoto Martarejo, born in Sragen in

1960, comes from a family of musicians,

He started playing the gamelan, |
in particular the kendhang tayub

|a kind of drum) instrument, since
primary school. He is also one of the
best vocalists in Central Java

Suyoto furtherad his studies at IS
lIndonesian Institute of the Arts)
Surakarta and graduated in 1986

His artistey continues to develop as

a musician, vocalist, as well as a
composer. Suyoto lrequently performs
in Indonesia, where he has composed
music lar dance performances including
Dewa Ruci [1994), Gerakan Sayang lbu
[1995], Bedhaya Ciptoning 11994],

and Kendali (1997), He has performed
in more than 14 countries worldwide

as one of the 15! Surakarta musicians in
Istand to Island Arts Festval (Glasgow,
1990]; a8 & musician in Lear directed

by Ong Keng Sen; as a musician
collaborating with Rahayu Supanggah
In an arts mission |Taiwan, 2003-2004);
and as part of a group of musicians who
recoived the IS! Surakarta Arts Grant

to perform in Turkey (2008)



Justin HILL
Sot Designer

Justin Hill 18 an Australian Scenographer
& Architect based in Singapore. He
established his reputation here in 1982
wilth his designs for the landmark musical
The Samseng & The Chettiar's Daughter, a
lacal adaptation of The Threepenny Opera
directed by John Tasker, In 1985, he helped
lound TheatreWorks, Working with artistic
directors Lim Siauw Chong & Ong Keng
sen, he has designed more than 25 stage
productions and two studio theatres for the
company, including the company s present
home 72-13. His designs for Keng Sen's
renowned Asian Shakespeare Trilogy

Lear, Desdemana, Search: Hamletl

have been sean in many countries

Other productions include The Global Soul
Sandakan Threnody and The Caucasian
Chalk Circle at Schauspielhaus Vienna

His other theatre credits are The Magi
Flute, Carmen, Cavalleria Rusticana,
Pagliacc), and La Traviata for Singapore
Lyric Dpera; The Telephone, Trouble in
fahiti, The Bear, The Medium, Arion &

the Dolphin for the Singapare Symphony
QOrchestra; and musicals Beauty World,
Fried Rice Paradise and Fiddler on the Rool
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Scott ZIELINSKI
Light Designer

Scott Zielinski lives in Now York and has designed
lighting for theatre, dance, and opera throughout
the warld. In New York, he designed productions
for Broadway. Lincoln Center, and The Public
Theatre, amang many others, His designs have
also been seen extensively at theatres throughout
many other cities in the United States,

Work outside the U.S, includes productions lor
Adelaide Festival [Adelaidel, De Nederlandse
Opera [Amsterdam), Festival d' Avignon
[Avignon], In«Transit (Berlin), Bregenzer
Festspiele |Bregenz, Austrial, Edinburgh Festival
(Edinburghl, Fukuoka Art Museum |Fukuoka,
Japanl, Goteborg Festival (Goteborg, Sweden),
Sommertheater Festival IHamburg), New Vision
Arts Festival (Hong Kongl, iDans [1stanbut),
Landestheater [Linzl, English National Opera,
ICA, Lyric Theatre Hammersmith, Royal Court,
Rayal National Theatre, Royal Opera House
[London), Biennale de la Danse [Lyon, Arts
Centre IMelbournel, Centre Dramatique National
[Orleans], Dansens Hus, National Theater
[Dslo), Canada Dance Festival [Ottawal, Centre
National de Lo Danse, Theatre Gennevilliers
IParis), National Theater of lceland [Reykjavik),
Rotterdamse Schouwberg (Rotterdam]|, Opera
do Rouen Haute Narmandie |[Rouen, Francel,
Theater 5t. Gallen (St. Gallen, Switzerland|
Singapore Arts Festival, TheatreWorks
ISingapore), Dansens Hus (Stockhotml|, Stuttgart
Ballet (Stuttgart), Luminato Festival, National
Ballet of Canada, Canadian Opera Company
[Tarontal, Schauspielhaus, Tanz Quartier [Viennal,
Lithuanian National Opera [Vilnius), Theatre
Neumarkt, Theatre Spektakel Zurcheor (Zurich),
among others. Scott received his Master of Fine
Arts in Theatre Design ot the Yale University
School of Drama,



Mitsushi YANAIHARA
Costume Designer

Mitsushi Yanaihara graduated from Kuwasawa Design
Institute in 1995, and has since established two Labels
un pev trop, Nibroll About Street and » design studio
Studio Nibroll whose works have atiracted acclaimed
reviews. Since 1997, Yanathara is the Costume and
Design Director of Nibroll, a collective of creative
professionals that is committed to new forms of
performance beyond convention. In his costume
designs, Yanaihara built on the idea of blurring the
dviding line between the ordinary and unexpected.
accentuating the unexpected into the ordinary

With Ong Keng Sen, he has designed the costumes

for Geisha (2006], Awaking 12008] and The Good
Person of Srechuan [2009]. ~

Hanson MO
Graphics Designer

Hanson Ho is an award winming Creative Director
who works under the studio name of H55, which he
founded in 1999, Since then, Hanson has created
numerous visudl identities, brand applications,

and publications which have represented Singapore
on an international level. These include the visual
identity designs for the Singapore Pavilion at the
Venice Biennale for several years, branding for

the Singapore President’s Design Award, and the
Lee Kuan Yew World City Prize. Featured by the
Sunday Times as one of the top Graphic Designers
in Singapore, Hanson has received recognition

and awards from some of the most prestigious
international design competitions for his works,
including the British D&AD, New York Type
Directors Club, New York One Show Design, Creative
Circle Awards, Tokyo Type Directors Club, and the
New York Art Directors Club. Besides managing HSS,
Hanson is also the Curator for the Land Transport
Authority's Art-n-Transit Programme, for nine of
the upcoming MRT Downtown Line Stations. Lear
Dreaming is Hanson's first foray into performance
where he will be creating the projections




Tomoya NAKAMURA
Wig and Make-up Designer

Tomoya Nakamura was born in Osaka, Japan in
1981, Having studied hairdressing at the famed
Japan Beauty School, Nakamura joined the
notable salon Kakimoto Arms as a member of
the creative team. In 2004, Nakamura started to
Ireelance as a hair designer and make-up artist
and has since done hair and make-up for various
projects including fashion shows, as well as hair
design for pop stars in Japan, Nakamura has also
worked collaboratively with Mitsushi Yanaihara
for the fashion shows for his label Nibroll about
streel. Nakamura has previously collaborated
with Ong Keng Sen in Geisha for the New Vision
Arts Festival [Hong Kong, 2006),
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