CAMBODIAN MEMORY BANK



Cambodian Memory Bank

In line with 72-13's International
Centre of Asian Arts (ICAA) and
TheatreWorks enhancing
Singapore’s artistic reputation
internationally, there will be
collaborations besween 72-13 and
TheatreWorks. The firse in 2006 will
be the Cambodian Memory Bank.

In February, TheatreWorks turns
the focus on Cambodia. Two
programmes which examine the
history and politics of Cambedia
will allow audiences to delve into
the heart of Cambodian history and
soclety.



72-13 ICAA Presents

SEAMS OF CHANGE

CLOTHING AND THE CARE OF THE SELF
IN LATE 19TH AND 20TH CENTURY CAMBODIA

Talk by Ly Daravuth, Co-Founder and Co-Director
of Reyum Institute of Arts and Culture

23 February 2006, Thurs

6.30pm - Exhibition opm?y

7.30pm - Talk by Ly Daravuth
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Institute embarked on in mwum
about Seams of Change and its relationship with
contemporary Cambodia.

Light refreshments will be served after the talkc

Free admission. Please RSVP to nicole@heareworks org sg
by 20 February 2006.
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in 2002 where oeal histories of elderly Cambodians
were collected. This memory bank aimed to collect
the memaries of ordinary elderly Cambodians from
the time they were young to the present. Through
the recollection of each individual, an “unoffical
histary” of Cambaodia presanced itsell.

By drawing from the data base collected and
conducting mare specific interviews (especially wich
women), the focus shifted to the theme of dothing
and the care of the sel This resulted in an exhibiion,
Seans of Change, which showed what people wore,
how they sewed cothes, and how they took care
of their bodies more than ane hundred years ago,
before the arrival of “modern” commodaies.

Seams of Change illuminates & tme when peaple
generally turned to their immediate environment
for what they needed. The focus is on the dothing
of ordinary people rather than on the special
dathing of the rich or the royal.

Exchibits at this exhibition will nclude ine
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during that period, From the exhibiton, we will
begin to see the politics and history of Cambodia
unfald.

Secun of Change was invaed by Ong Keng Sen 1o be
pare of The Fging Circes Project (Speaal Edan 2005,
Yokstiama) which was presented ac the Yokohome
Internanona! Trienoale of Contemporary Art, (Seprember
~ December 2005), in Yokohama, japan.



THE CONTINUUM

BEYOND THE KILLING FIELDS

TheatreWarks Presentation at

Dansens Hus, Stockholm, Sweden
10 & || February 2006
www.dansenshus.se

Dansens Hus, Oslo, Norway
17 & I8 February 2006
www.dansenshus.com

“Bright red Siood which covers the towns and plains of
Kampuchea, ow mothertand, subime blood of workers and
peasants, sublime blood of revolutionary men and women
fighters” . Natvonal anthem during Khner Rouge doodbath

Based on Pol Pot’s massacre of the royal court dancers
of Camboda, this documencary performance is presenced
in Steckhalm and Oslo after Yale Universicy, Singapore,
Barfin, Phoam Penh Vierea, Rotterdam and Londan, This
docu-performance looks at the real life story of seventy-
five year old Em Theay, master dancer of royal classical
dance in Cambodia. This is a unique form of dance where
women cross-dress and dance in male roles. Em Theay
has survived the scourge of the Khmer Rouge to live
on, teaching her skills to the natioral troupe after the
Urauma.

Em Theay, aften known a3 the tenth dancer — the one
who survived (nine out of ten cowrt dancers were killed
as political prisoners), tells her story persomlly on stage
Persecuted for being an artist, she never falters, a
consclence, 2 memory of the gash which tore Cambodia
apart...afeer 25 years Cambodia stlll walcs for Ies war
crimes trials to come to frultion

Concerved and dvectad by Ong Keng Sen

e Continuum: Beyond the Kikng Felds in Stockholm and
Oso marks the second ume that TheatreWWorks is bringing

her works 1o the Nardic coumtries after Search Hamlet &
Krooburg Castle. Denmark and Copenhagen.







